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0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John Pfeiferexcellent.0 of 2 people found the following 
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review helpful. Three StarsBy paul himmelreicha decent work,thanks22 of 22 people found the following review 
helpful. Help in Understanding the World of JesusBy Timothy KearneyThe world of Jesus Christ was hardly static. 
Uprisings, rebellions, and subversive groups popped up all of the time, especially in Jewish lands where Roman 
occupation was equal to slavery in the eyes of most Jewish people. This made rebellion almost a religious duty even 
though many of the religious authorities did not share this point of view. Some of the rebellious groups had limited 
success, others had disastrous ends. Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs helps the reader understand the different 
movements in the days of Jesus and help modern readers understand why Jesus' message was so controversial, not just 
in terms of content, but politically and socially as well. The author looks at the historical realities of the Jewish people 
and the connection with religious and political figures that sprung up in the Roman Empire, particularly in Palestine, in 
the days of Jesus Christ and in the early New Testament days. Readers are able to distinguish those who might be 
"rebels without a cause" so to speak, and legitimate groups that had serious religious and/or political objectives. The 
author culled much of the information from lectures given to students which gives the work a scholarly feel in an 
accessible manner. The book contains a scripture cited index which will help readers who may be students researching 
a topic, preachers preparing a sermon or homily, or person who is fascinated by the background to the Bible.

The Trinity Press edition of this popular book includes a new preface by the author, responding to reviews of earlier 
editions. Horsley also sets forth the continuing value of Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs for reconstructing the social 
history background of the New Testament.This book represents a brilliant portrait of Jewish culture in the first century 
and contains a fresh evaluation of Jesus' relation to this complex society. Horsley rediscovers the "common people" 
(Jewish peasantry) in the time of Jesus the masses led by bandit forces, apocalyptic prophets, and messianic leaders 
and provides new insights into their significance."Important and ground-breaking . . . . A major contribution to our 
understanding of the first-century Jewish social world." Journal of Biblical Literature"Social history at its best . . . . 
Important material for understanding the Gospels' confession of Jesus as the Messiah." AmericaRichard A. Horlsey is 
Professor of Classics and Religion at the University of Massachusetts, Boston. He is author of Galilee: History, 
Politics, People; Archaeology, History, and Society in Galilee: The Social Context of Jesus and the Rabbis; and editor 
of Paul and Empire: Religion and Power in Roman Imperial Society, all published by Trinity Press.

"One cannot understand Primitive Christianity without the background of Jewish Culture emerging from the isms and 
schisms of the time. This book should open the door to a better understanding of ministry and mission emerging from 
Gabbatha, Golgotha and Gethsemane." Raymond B. Knudsen, Editor, The Counselor, May 30, 1999 (Raymond B. 
Knudsen Professional Counselor)"Overall, this book was important when it first appeared. It is well-written and 
engaging and still has much to teach students and scholars today." (Adam L. Porter, Duke University, reviewing for of 
Biblical Literature, November 1999 of Biblical Literature)"One cannot understand Primitive Christianity without the 
background of Jewish Culture emerging from the isms and schisms of the time. This book should open the door to a 
better understanding of ministry and mission emerging from Gabbatha, Golgotha and Gethsemane." Raymond B. 
Knudsen, Editor, The Counselor, May 30, 1999 (Sanford Lakoff Professional Counselor)"Overall, this book was 
important when it first appeared. It is well-written and engaging and still has much to teach students and scholars 
today." (Sanford Lakoff of Biblical Literature)From the PublisherThe award-winning investigation that rediscovers the 
"common people" in the time of Jesus--the masses led by bandit forces, apocalyptic prophets, and messianic 
leaders.From the Back CoverThe Trinity Press edition of this popular book includes a new preface by the author, 
responding to reviews of earlier editions. Horsley also sets forth the continuing value of Bandits, Prophets, and 
Messiahs for reconstructing the social history background of the New Testament. This book represents a brilliant 
portrait of Jewish culture in the first century and contains a fresh evaluation of Jesus' relation to this complex society. 
Horsley rediscovers the "common people" (Jewish peasantry) in the time of Jesus - the masses led by bandit forces, 
apocalyptic prophets, and messianic leaders - and provides new insights into their significance. "Important and ground-
breaking . . . . A major contribution to our understanding of the first-century Jewish social world." - Journal of Biblical 
Literature "Social history at its best . . . . Important material for understanding the Gospels' confession of Jesus as the 
Messiah." -- America 


