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Charles Wilson : Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause, 1865-1920 before purchasing it in order to

gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause,
1865-1920:

7 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Story that Must be understood! By Liz DiggsThe story of the
Lost Causeisthe untold story of the aftermath of the Civil War. It isthe key to understanding the hold of white
supremacy in the South for the last 150 years. Charles Reagan Wilson describes and documents the hold that this
philosophy still has on our history, and the distortions that have become a belief system for hundreds of thousands of
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people, who learned this "white-washed" history from kindergarten through university. It is the tragic story of the
struggle of our country to come to terms with the slaves who were brought here in chains. They have been part of our
history since slave shipsfirst arrived in Jamestown in the 1690's.The book is riveting. The scholarship is meticulous. |
could not put it down. | recommend it without reservation to anyone who wants to understand the history of our
country.4 of 7 people found the following review helpful. More Confederate L ore; How Churches promoted L ost
CauseBy F. Norman VickersCharles R. Wilson is history professor at U. of Miss. and editor of the Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture. | was familiar with his writing from a previous book. As a native Southerner and having been
exposed to the "Southern Catechism™ | doubly appreciated his exposition of how the churches and religion perpetuated
the "Lost Cause" myth.F. Norman VickersPensacola, FL27 of 30 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant
Look at Civil Religion in the SouthBy Michael K. TurnerCharles Reagan Wilson's work brilliantly describes the civil
religion (as described by Geertz) of the "Lost Cause” that was pervasive in the Reconstruction and Early Modern
South.Wilson argues that this civil religion was a combination of Christian and Confederate symbols. According to
Wilson this civil religion was formed out of Confederate ministers attempts to reconcile defeat in the war with the Will
of God and (as the ministers believed) Confederate righteousness.Significant in this study is Wilson's look at the role
that White Supremacy played in this civil religion. He looks extensively at the role of racism as embodied in groups
such asthe KKK.All in al, thework is a brilliant look at ideas pervasive in the reconstruction and early modern south,
ideas which have been influential in formation of the modern New South.

Southerners may have abandoned their dream of a political nation after Appomattox, but they preserved their cultural
identity by blending Christian rhetoric and symbols with the rhetoric and imagery of Confederate tradition. Out of
defeat emerged a civil religion that embodied the Lost Cause. As Charles Reagan Wilson writesin his new preface,
"The Lost Cause version of theregional civil religion was a powerful expression, and recent scholarship affirmsits
continuing power in the minds of many white southerners."

Destined to be the definitive essay on the relation between religion and southern regional patriotism. (Journal of
Southern History) This interesting and valuable study breaks new ground in Reconstruction and New South history. . . .
What makes this volume significant is both the demonstrated usefulness of the theory of civil religion in the hands of a
historian and the fresh substantive contribution to the history of the South's tragic experience. (American Historical
)Baptized in Blood persuasively details the power of the Lost Cause message as well as suggests the need to speak
about the civil religions (plural) of America. (Religious Studies )Wilson has written a fascinating book in which he has
demonstrated more forcefully than other historians have that religion played a significant role in perpetuating the Lost
Cause. (History: s of New Books)Previous historians have portrayed most ministers of the region as enthusiastic
apostles of industrialization, but Wilson demonstrates Southern evangelicals' lingering, brooding resistance to these
changes. (Catholic Historical )An important contribution to a growing body of scholarly literature on civil religion . . .
The author's insights are enriched by an obvious grasp of historiography, sociology, and anthropology. Laymen as well
as scholars interested in the South and civil religion will want to examine this work. (Journal of Church and State)This
study merits reading not only because it explores the delicate fusion of religious and cultural forces, but also because
of the careful research which undergirds its arguments. (Journal of the American Academy of Religion)If the South
cannot escape its history, perhapsit is because it does not want to. Wilson's magnificent book on the religion of the
Lost Cause drivesthat point home forcefully. . . . He skillfully weaves together the strands of thought that produced
the Lost Cause and shows that evangelical ministers had alarge hand in the process. (Theology Today)From the Inside
FlapCharles Reagan Wilson documents, for the first time, that for over half a century there existed not one, but two
civil religionsin the United States, the second not dedicated to honoring the American nation. Extensively researched
in primary sources, Baptized in Blood is a significant and well-written study of the South's civil religion, one of two
public faiths in America. In his comparison, Wilson finds the Lost Cause offered defeated Southerners a sense of
meaning and purpose and special identity as a precarious but distinct culture. Southerners may have abandoned their
dream of a separate political nation after Appomattox, but they preserved their cultural identity by blending Christian
rhetoric and symbols with the rhetoric and imagery of Confederate tradition. "Civil religion” has been defined as the
religious dimension of a people that enables them to understand a historical experience in transcendent terms. In this
light, Wilson explores the role of religion in postbellum southern culture and argues that the profound dislocations of
Confederate defeat caused southernersto think in religious terms about the meaning of their unique and tragic
experience. The defeat in awar deemed by some as religious in nature threw into question the South's relationship to
God; it wasinterpreted in part as a God-given trial, whereby suffering and pain would lead Southerners to greater
virtue and strength and even prepare them for future crusades. From this reflection upon history emerged the civil
religion of the Lost Cause. While recent work in southern religious history has focused on the Old South period,
Wilson'stimely study adds to our developing understanding of the South after the Civil War. The Lost Cause
movement was an organized effort to preserve the memory of the Confederacy. Historians have examined its political,
literary, and social aspects, but Wilson uses the concepts of anthropology, sociology, and historiography to unveil the



Lost Cause as an authentic expression of religion. The Lost Cause was celebrated and perpetuated with its own rituals,
mythology, and theology; as key celebrants of the religion of the Lost Cause, Southern ministersforged it into a
religious movement closely related to their own churches. In examining the role of civil religion in the cult of the
military, in the New South ideology, and in the spirit of the Lost Cause colleges, as well as in other aspects, Wilson
demonstrates effectively how the religion of the Lost Cause became the institutional embodiment of the South's tragic
experience.About the AuthorCharles Reagan Wilson is Kelly Gene Cook, Sr., Chair in History and Professor of
Southern Studies at the University of Mississippi. He is the author of Judgment and Grace in Dixie: Southern Faiths
from Faulkner to Elvis, and general editor of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture.



