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Franz L. Neumann : Behemoth: The Structure and Practice of National Socialism, 1933-1944  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Behemoth: The Structure and Practice of 
National Socialism, 1933-1944: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Back to the future. . . .By Phil ScottA good source of historical 
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information on a desolate period of history. The writing is a bit ponderous at times, but the data is accessible with a bit 
of resolution. .2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Neumann covers a great deal of territory in the 
bookBy Ernie CapwellThis is a very IMPORTANT work on the nature of fascism, as it functioned in nazi germany. 
Neumann covers a great deal of territory in the book. This is not nor can it be a detailed review of the book due to the 
scope of the subject. Rather, it is a recommendation for reading the book. There are some other books on the subject, 
such as the work by Adam Tooze (highly recommenced as well) that curious readers should look into. But Behemoth 
should be the starting point, for an accurate account of the monopoly capitalism that was nazi germany.6 of 7 people 
found the following review helpful. BehemothBy David JohnsonGood book --- Often over my head on matter I know 
little about --- Law for example. That's a plus however, being over my head, because I would rather struggle through 
something and haved learned something than to breeze through something and learn nothing. I'd say if you wish to 
know something of National Socialism --- this is it.

Franz Neumann's classic account of the governmental workings of Nazi Germany, first published in 1942, is reprinted 
in a new paperback edition with an introduction by the distinguished historian Peter Hayes. Neumann was one of the 
only early Frankfurt School thinkers to examine seriously the problem of political institutions. After the rise of the 
Nazis to power, his emphasis shifted to an analysis of economic power, and then after the war to political psychology. 
But his contributions in Behemoth were groundbreaking: that the Nazi organization of society involved the collapse of 
traditional ideas of the state, of ideology, of law, and even of any underlying rationality. The book must be "studied, 
not simply read," Raul Hilberg wrote.

About the AuthorFranz Neumann was a political activist and labor lawyer in Germany who became a political scientist 
in exile. He studied in Germany and the United Kingdom, and spent the last phase of his career in the United States. 
Peter Hayes is the Theodore Z. Weiss Professor of Holocaust Studies at Northwestern University and the author or 
editor of seven books, including From Cooperation to Complicity and a prize-winning study of the IG Farben 
corporation. 


