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Thomas Kuhne (Khne) : Belonging and Genocide: Hitler's Community, 1918-1945  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Belonging and Genocide: Hitler's Community, 1918-
1945: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book! Extremely interesting insight into group think and 
...By Corinna CaudillExcellent book! Extremely interesting insight into group think and group dynamics that can lead 
to genocidal behavior, and how violence is "justified" and used to create and solidify group bonding. He mentions 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300198280


Hannah Arendt's notion of how acts of violence/murder can solidify one's place in the group and once committed, 
render the individual incapable of political action once they have partaken in the behavior. Really very fascinating 
sociological analysis of groups in history that bonded through genocidal actions.

No one has ever posed a satisfactory explanation for the extreme inhumanity of the Holocaust. What enabled millions 
of Germans to perpetrate or condone the murder of the Jews? In this illuminating book, Thomas Khne offers a 
provocative answer. In addition to the hatred of Jews or coercion that created a genocidal society, he contends, the 
desire for a united peoples community made Germans conform and join together in mass crime.Exploring private 
letters, diaries, memoirs, secret reports, trial records, and other documents, the author shows how the Nazis used such 
common human needs as community, belonging, and solidarity to forge a nation conducting the worst crime in history.

"This is a gripping, even splendid book, synthesizing a breathtaking amount of material."Margaret Lavinia Anderson, 
University of California, Berkeley 


