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Norman Gershman : Besa: Muslims Who Saved Jews WW |1 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Besa: Muslims Who Saved Jews WW 11:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Recommended for history and humanity lessons.By Leonard D.Very
nice book about a story that you hardly (if ever) hear: how atiny country - Albania- in Europe saved all the Jews that
took shelter there during WWI1. Book has current photos of some of those who saved Jewish people and put their lives
at risk for doing so while occupied by Nazi Germany.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A poignant
timein historyBy Marcia MiloseBesa, the Albanian code of honor, was introduced to me by an Albanian tour guide. In
the horrific modern day relations between Jews and Muslims, this poignant book offers hope and a reminder that
religions can offer one another respect and can peacefully co-exist on our planet.12 of 13 people found the following
review helpful. | would've changed "Muslims' by "Albanians'By Frank GThetitleis self explanatory but it can be a
bit misleading. Besais not exclusive to Alabamians of Islam religion but to all the Albanians. Nevertheless as you go
through the stories and pictures on the book you quick realize that all the saviors who provided shelter to Jews during
WW2 were muslim. Hence, when looked strictly from the perspective of the author and the stories on the book the title
seems right, even though | would've changed "muslims" by "albanians'.A little note about the shipping: | received my
fist book little bit messed up during shipping that's why | ordered the second one. | dint want to get bothered with
RMA and | am glad | have two copies.
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Besais acode of honor deeply rooted in Albanian culture and incorporated in the faith of Albanian Muslims. It
dictates amoral behavior so absolute that nonadherence brings shame and dishonor on oneself and one's family.
Simply stated, it demands that one take responsibility for the lives of othersin their time of need. In Albania and
Kosovo, Muslims sheltered, at grave risk to themselves and their families, not only the Jews of their cities and
villages, but thousands of Jews fleeing the Nazis from other European countries. Over afive-year period, photographer
Norman H. Gershman sought out, photographed, and collected these powerful and moving stories of heroism in Besa:
Muslims Who Saved Jewsin World War 1. The book reveals a hidden period in history, slowly emerging after the fall
of anisolationist communist regime, and shows the compassionate side of ordinary people in saving Jews. They acted
within their true Muslim faith.

From Publishers WeeklyL ong-time fine art photographer Gershman spent five years collecting the stories of Albanian
Muslims who harbored Jewish refugees during WWII as part of the Islamic tradition of Besa, or sanctuary, and his
record provides a clear and powerful push back against a popular image more recently shaped by violent extremists.
Each new page offers a portrait and a brief anecdote on the origins of the family, the people they helped, and the bonds
that formed between the Albanian and Jewish families. Gershman's portraits are skillful and expressive, capturing
warmth and pride but also the weight of the 60 years that have passed since the War. The subjects' resonant voices-"|
did nothing special. All Hebrews are our brothers'-share tales of kindnesses and unexpected lives conceived in the
midst of catastrophe and destruction. A haunting look at the power of love, compassion and generosity to unite faiths
and deliver genuine salvation, thisillustrated oral history will fascinate. 66 bw photos. Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. ....these photos and their stories ....offer hope for a
future in which Muslims and Jews can overcome their conflicts.... -- Former president Jimmy Carter Long-time fine
art photographer Gershman spent five years collecting the stories of Albanian Muslims who harbored Jewish refugees
during WWI1 as part of the Islamic tradition of Besa, or sanctuary, and his record provides a clear and powerful push
back against a popular image more recently shaped by violent extremists. Each new page offers a portrait and a brief
anecdote on the origins of the family, the people they helped, and the bonds that formed between the Albanian and
Jewish families. Gershman's portraits are skillful and expressive, capturing warmth and pride but also the weight of the
60 years that have passed since the War. The subjects resonant voices--"1 did nothing special. All Hebrews are our
brothers'--share tales of kindnesses and unexpected lives conceived in the midst of catastrophe and destruction. A
haunting look at the power of love, compassion and generosity to unite faiths and deliver genuine salvation, this
illustrated oral history will fascinate. 66 bw photos. (Nov.) --Publishers WeeklyBESA: Muslims Who Saved Jewsin
World War 11 by Norman H. Gershman " Through BESA, Gershman steps outside the traditional role of
photojournalist and becomes a historian. His skills as a humanistic photographer and documentarian are exemplified in
the book as hislens captures the soulful intent of these Albanian families. We may be learning about these acts of
heroism only now, but the work of Gershman and others will ensure that their story will betold for generations."”-
SirReadalot.org --SirReadal ot.orgBESA: Muslims Who Saved Jews in World War 11, by Norman H. Gershman.
(Syracuse University Press, 125 pp. $39.95) The tradition of besa--keeping one's word--is so deeply rooted among
Albanians that when they committed themselves to saving the lives of Jews during World War 11, they did so despite
the danger they put themselvesin. It is because of the courage and conscience of the mostly Muslim Albanians that the
country's 2,000 Jews survived the Holocaust. Norman H. Gershman's black-and-white photographs and captions bring
to life the heroic tales of rescuers and the pride of their descendants. For example, in one photo, the family of Ali and
Ragip Kraja stand next to a sign they erected that reads; "The Jewish Refugees of Solomon Adixhes and family drank
from this nearby well while being sheltered by Ali and Ragip Kraja when being chased by the Nazis." In an interview,
the Krgjas add: "We sheltered the Adixhes family out of the goodness of our hearts. We are all brothers and proud of
our heritage. If need be, we would do it again." The nearly 60 images of the aging children of heroes are accompanied
by testimonies and recollections; some display photos of fathers or husbands; others clutch the certificate of the
Righteous Among the Nations, awarded to their family by the Y ad Vashem Holocaust memorial museum in
Jerusalem. Y et others pose with grandchildren--a new generation to whom the idea of besais being passed. The
images are part of atraveling exhibit of the same name under the auspices of Yad Vashem; upcoming is a
documentary, God's House: Muslims Who Saved Jews in World War 11, about Gershman's journey to Albania and
Kosovo. --Hadassah magazineBESA: Muslims Who Saved Jewsin World War 11, by Norman H. Gershman. (Syracuse
University Press, 125 pp.) The tradition of besa--keeping one's word--is so deeply rooted among Albanians that when
they committed themselves to saving the lives of Jews during World War 11, they did so despite the danger they put
themselvesin. It is because of the courage and conscience of the mostly Muslim Albanians that the country's 2,000
Jews survived the Holocaust. Norman H. Gershman's black-and-white photographs and captions bring to life the
heroic tales of rescuers and the pride of their descendants. For example, in one photo, the family of Ali and Ragip
Kraja stand next to asign they erected that reads: "The Jewish Refugees of Solomon Adixhes and family drank from
this nearby well while being sheltered by Ali and Ragip Krajawhen being chased by the Nazis." In an interview, the
Krajas add: "We sheltered the Adixhes family out of the goodness of our hearts. We are al brothers and proud of our



heritage. If need be, we would do it again." The nearly 60 images of the aging children of heroes are accompanied by
testimonies and recollections; some display photos of fathers or husbands; others clutch the certificate of the Righteous
Among the Nations, awarded to their family by the Y ad Vashem Holocaust memorial museum in Jerusalem. Y et
others pose with grandchildren--a new generation to whom the idea of besais being passed. The images are part of a
traveling exhibit of the same name under the auspices of Y ad Vashem; upcoming is a documentary, God's House:
Muslims Who Saved Jewsin World War 11, about Gershman's journey to Albania and Kosovo. --Hadassah
magazine'Besa'" -- the word for the Albanian code of honor that, with Koranic teachings, motivated the Albanians to
endanger their lives for their neighbors and for strangers six decades ago -- is the first major book in English that
presents the stories of Albania's heroic Muslims.... By telling their stories, he (the author) says, he is thanking them
"on behalf of the Jewish community.” --The Jewish Week"Each individual story of rescue in Besatestified to the
heroism of the Albanian Muslim people, from the family of the former King Zog, his son King Leka | and his Queen
Geradine, to the milk vendor, Marika, shown as holding amilk bottle for the well--hidden Jewish child. Yad Vashem
recognized many Albanian Muslims as Righteous Gentiles and many grateful Isragli survivors have renewed their ties
with their rescuers. BESA shows how both Muslims and Jews can overcome their conflicts and live together.”- The
Jerusalem Post --The Jerusalem Post"L ooking at these carefully rendered portraits... and the scrupul ous attention to
detail, the profundity of the photographer's experience is driven home repeatedly. Examining his work and reading the
testimony of his subjects, whose stories were suppressed during the long postwar years...you can sense the profundity
asif it were almost palpable.” --The Jewish Exponent"Besawill grace any coffee table aswell as any library with an
adult Holocaust (or Islamic) collection. Its coverage of a neglected subject--the role of non-Christian communities
during that era--vitally presents a more nuanced view of the Muslim world." --Association of Jewish Libraries
Newsletter"highly recommended” --MultiCultural "Norman Gershman, a photographer and historian who traveled
throughout Albania documenting the accounts of Muslim families who protected Jews...recalled that "What BESA
saysisthat if some one knocks on your door you have an absolute obligation - no matter who that personis - to save
their lives." The stories of righteous Muslims in Gershman's book reveal that they understood Besa as an expression of
the Qur'anic teachings of mercy, hospitality, and protecting the weak....Each portrait of arighteous person in this book
iIsmoving."



