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Janny Venema : Beverwijck: A Dutch Village on the American Frontier, 1652-1664 before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beverwijck: A Dutch Village on the American
Frontier, 1652-1664:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Worthy ScholarshipBy Sylvia Hawleyl did not keep this book but
took it to a highly eclectic bookseller. Not that | didn't like it but that | just needed to sell some books one month. He
said, "Thisisarcane!!" | said, "I think it is her PhD thesis." There's my review since | am not a Dutch speaker or


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791460800

scholar but just someone who fell in love with the story because of Russell Shorto's account, "Island at the Center of
the Earth." I'd say thisis aworthy read for anyone who livesin or loves Albany, NY and wants to know its
foundational history. The quick version is that the Dutch needed money to fight with Spain and beaver furs and pelts
were worth a fortune and where Albany is, the Dutch erected Fort Orange and traded for beaver nearly to extinction.
The "new world" was the resource after the population in Russia had been decimated by the same activity. As "Beaver
Village" developed, many principles of government came into use that expressed Iroquois values as well asideas from
the Netherlands, which was forced toward democracy by its combination of water emergencies and regional
independence. Those elements really became the paradigm we live with now as our ideal. Now | say this without
being a perfect scholar of the matter, just a dabbler, so someone else may correct me and | won't take offense. Thisis
what makes so compelling reading the Dutch adventures into what we now call New Y ork State (because the British
vanquished the Dutch and named it all after the Duke of Y ork). Still, it was never afrontier suited for imperial
governance and the British, we know, didn't keep it long. Janny Venemais a fine scholar and whether thiswork is
arcane or for your coffee table maybe depends on where you live and what intrigues you personally. Without question,
it isafinely detailed and thoroughly presented accounting of how things were in the middlie 1600s. ps, my eclectic
bookseller bought it. In Oregon.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential for the family historianBy
Long term customerThis is the most comprehensive text available covering the early years of Albany. Includes a great
deal of detail about the early residents and is essential for the family researcher. | have purchased 2 copies, one for
home and one for the office as| refer to it so frequently. My compliments to the author, it is much appreciated.2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. beverwijckBy Thomas C. ClackThisis an excellent book. Extremely well
researched. It tells how the present city of Albany in Upstate NY, got started. It's first Dutch inhabitants, the first
settlers and al the information that has been gathered recently by translating the old documents that were lingering in
the basements of NY State capitol buildings.It's fun to read what people did as professions, their early laws, the
emancipation of women and even their clothes.Highly recommended for any history buff.

Beverwijck explores the rich history and Dutch heritage of one of North America's oldest cities--Albany, New Y ork.
Drawing on documents translated from the colonial Dutch as well as maps, architectural drawings, and English-
language sources, Janny Venema paints a lively picture of everyday lifein colonial America. In 1652, Petrus
Stuyvesant, director general of New Netherland, established a court at Fort Orange, on the west side of New Y ork
State's upper Hudson River. The area within three thousand feet of the fort became the village of Beverwijck. From the
time of its establishment until 1664, when the English conquered New Netherland and changed the name of the
settlement to Albany, Beverwijck underwent rapid development as newly wealthy traders, craftsmen, and other
workers built houses, roads, bridges, and a school, as well as a number of inns. A well-organized system of poor relief
also helped less wealthy settlers survive in the harsh colonial conditions. Venema's careful research shows that
although Beverwijck resembled villages in the Dutch Republic in many ways, it quickly took on features of the new,
"American" society that was aready coming into being.

"A sweeping, goundbreaking book on the city's earliest history." Janny Venema has written an exemplary work that
sets a high standard for future research into the communities of New Netherland. As further Dutch records become
available, it isto be hoped that other scholars will follow her impressive example and apply her thorough
methodologies to many other areas of New Netherland. The Weathercock [Venemais| expertly qualified to write a
well-researched and appropriately contextualized study of Beverwijck [it] is a strong addition to New Netherland
studies and will remain the most authoritative study of a Dutch community in seventeenth-century North Americafor
considerable time. H-Net s (H-Low-Countries) [V enema] has provided a service to those who work in New
Netherland history by uncovering such vast amounts of significant and overlooked data, and by making a significant
contribution to the continual revision of New Netherland history. H-Net s (H-Atlantic) As anative of Nijeveen,
Netherlands, and a recent Albany resident, Venema brings unigue talents to unearthing the story of early Albany
Beverwijck is highly recommended for people interested in Albany and New Y ork history. It isaso avaluable
reference for people interested in the history of the American frontier, colonial women, entrepreneurs, religion and
social policy. Schenectady Sunday Gazette Beverwijck is awelcome addition to the growing body of literature, based
largely on Dutch-language sources, about seventeenth-century New Netherland. Venema has amassed an impressive
array of information and presented it in alogical and usable form [This text] will undoubtedly find a place on many
scholars and libraries shelves as the preeminent reference work on the Dutch community of Beverwijck on the upper
Hudson. Itinerario A sweeping, groundbreaking book on the city s earliest history. Albany Times Union™" Janny
Venema has written an exemplary work that sets a high standard for future research into the communities of New
Netherland. Asfurther Dutch records become available, it isto be hoped that other scholars will follow her impressive
example and apply her thorough methodol ogies to many other areas of New Netherland." -- The Weathercock
."[Venemais] expertly qualified to write awell-researched and appropriately contextualized study of Beverwijck ...
[it] isastrong addition to New Netherland studies and will remain the most authoritative study of a Dutch community



in seventeenth-century North Americafor considerabletime.” -- H-Net s (H-Low-Countries) ..".[Venema] has
provided a service to those who work in New Netherland history by uncovering such vast amounts of significant and
overlooked data, and by making a significant contribution to the continual revision of New Netherland history." -- H-
Net s (H-Atlantic) "As a native of Nijeveen, Netherlands, and arecent Albany resident, Venema brings unique talents
to unearthing the story of early Albany ... Beverwijck is highly recommended for people interested in Albany and New
York history. It isaso avauable reference for people interested in the history of the American frontier, colonial
women, entrepreneurs, religion and social policy." -- Schenectady Sunday Gazette "Beverwijck is a welcome addition
to the growing body of literature, based largely on Dutch-language sources, about seventeenth-century New
Netherland. Venema has amassed an impressive array of information and presented it in alogical and usable form ...
[Thistext] will undoubtedly find a place on many scholars and libraries shelves ... as the preeminent reference work
on the Dutch community of Beverwijck on the upper Hudson." -- Itinerario "A sweeping, groundbreaking book on the
city's earliest history." -- Albany Times UnionFrom the PublisherBeverwijck explores the rich history and Dutch
heritage of one of North America's oldest citiesAlbany, New Y ork. Drawing on documents translated from the colonial
Dutch aswell as maps, architectural drawings, and English-language sources, Janny Venema paints a lively picture of
everyday lifein colonial America. In 1652, Petrus Stuyvesant, director general of New Netherland, established a court
at Fort Orange, on the west side of New Y ork State's upper Hudson River. The area within three thousand feet of the
fort became the village of Beverwijck. From the time of its establishment until 1664, when the English conquered New
Netherland and changed the name of the settlement to Albany, Beverwijck underwent rapid development as newly
wealthy traders, craftsmen, and other workers built houses, roads, bridges, and a school, as well as a number of inns. A
well-organized system of poor relief also helped less wealthy settlers survive in the harsh colonial conditions.
Venemad's careful research shows that although Beverwijck resembled villages in the Dutch Republic in many ways, it
quickly took on features of the new, "American" society that was already coming into being.From the Back
CoverBeverwijck explores the rich history and Dutch heritage of one of North America's oldest cities-Albany, New

Y ork. Drawing on documents tranglated from the colonial Dutch as well as maps, architectural drawings, and English-
language sources, Janny Venema paints a lively picture of everyday lifein colonial America. In 1652, Petrus
Stuyvesant, director general of New Netherland, established a court at Fort Orange, on the west side of New Y ork
State's upper Hudson River. The area within three thousand feet of the fort became the village of Beverwijck. From the
time of its establishment until 1664, when the English conquered New Netherland and changed the name of the
settlement to Albany, Beverwijck underwent rapid development as newly wealthy traders, craftsmen, and other
workers built houses, roads, bridges, and a school, as well as a number of inns. A well-organized system of poor relief
also helped less wealthy settlers survive in the harsh colonial conditions. Venema's careful research shows that
although Beverwijck resembled villages in the Dutch Republic in many ways, it quickly took on features of the new,
"American" society that was aready coming into being.



