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Selma S. Lewis : Biblical People in the Bible Belt  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Biblical People in the Bible Belt: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Must have if your Jewish family helped to found MemphisBy 
spiraltimeThe author has dug up the names of all of the Jews they could find. It was very helpful to find neighbors and 
relatives and kind of a thrill to see my family members named.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A 
good book of Memphis Jewish history.By Eddie Lazarus(elaz6636@aol.comA well written and researched book of 
Memphis Jewish history especially if you live in or around Memphis and the Mid-South.The book sometimes gets out 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0865546029


of chronological order as far history dates are concerned but it is still interesting and easy reading.There are a few 
typos but they don't interrupt the story line.All in all if you are from this area,as I am, you will find many names and 
places that have significant meaning.

For a variety of reasons, Jewish Memphians suffered little overt prejudice and managed to take care of their own needs 
while attending to those of the community as a whole. As a result, from the outset of their residence in Memphis, Jews 
held positions of municipal leadership, were active supporters of Memphis's cultural and philanthropic activities, and 
aided in the course of racial integration. Narrating the life of Jews in Memphis from the antebellum period through the 
1960s, Lewis artfully blends discussions of the Jewish community's proactive impact on the city's development with 
its reactions to events local, national, and international. She vividly highlights their roles in and responses to the Civil 
War, late nineteenth-century immigration, Zionism, the world wars, the Holocaust, and the civil rights movement. The 
result is an important work of Jewish, American, and Southern religious history.


