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Martin Bernal : Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical Civilization (Volume 2: The Archaeological
and Documentary Evidence) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical Civilization (Volume 2: The Archaeological and
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Documentary Evidence):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy Constantin Turculetl bought this book hoping to
learn interesting facts about Greek antiquity, instead it is mainly an ugly polemic trying to prove some Semitic
superiority over some Aryan influence over the poor Greeks, by forcing the modern scholars against each other under
the stigma of racism.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Black athenaBy Dreckl like this book. Have
one more to getO of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy eddie cookBrilliant!

Winner of the American Book Award, 1990.This volume is the second in a projected four-part series concerned with
the competition between two historical models for the origins of Greek civilization. The model current today is the
Aryan Model, according to which Greek culture arose as the result of the conquest from the north by Indo-European
speakersor "Aryans' of the native "pre-Hellenes." The Ancient Model, which was the model maintained in Classical
Greece, held that the native population of Greece had initially been civilized by Egyptian and Phoenician colonists and
that more Near Eastern culture had been introduced to Greece by Greeks studying in Egypt and Southwest Asia. In
these and later volumes, Martin Bernal proposes a Revised Ancient Model. According to this, the Indo-European
aspects of Greek language and culture should be recognized as fundamental and the considerable non-1ndo-European
elements should be seen largely as Egyptian and Levantine additions to this basis.Volume Il is concerned with the
archaeological and documentary evidence for contacts between Egypt and the Levant on the one hand and the Aegean
on the other, during the Bronze Age from c. 3400 B.C. to c. 1100 B.C. These approaches are supplemented by
information from later Greek myths, legends, religious cults, and language. The author concludes that contact between
the two regions was far more extensive and influential than is generally believed. In the introduction to this volume,
Bernal aso responds to some reviews and criticisms of Volume | of Black Athena.

From the Back CoverWhat is classical about Classical civilization? In one of the most audacious works of scholarship
ever written, Martin Bernal challenges the whole basis of our thinking about this question. Classical civilization, he
argues, has deep roots in Afroasiatic cultures. But these Afroasiatic influences have been systematically ignored,
denied or suppressed since the eighteenth century - chiefly for racist reasons.About the AuthorMartin Bernal (1937 -
2013) was Professor of Government and Near Eastern Studies at Cornell University. The first two volumes of Black
Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical Civilization (I: The Fabrication of Ancient Greece, 1785-1985 and I1: The
Archaeological and Documentary Evidence) have been translated into German, Italian, Spanish, French, Swedish,
Greek, and Japanese. Black Athenawon the American Book Award in 1990 from the Before Columbus Foundation.



