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Albert S. Broussard : Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954 before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black San Francisco: The
Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Happy camper 2015L ots of history here, well worth it3
of 4 people found the following review helpful. Black San FranciscoBy N. Arms SimonThe book could have taken


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=070060684X

one more spin through the editing cycle, the author seems to repeat himself often, but the information is excellent and
the research is thorougy.

By 1867 black San Franciscans had gained access to public transportation. In 1869 they were granted the right to vote
by the state of California. In 1875 they fought for desegregated schools and won. Y et in 1957, Willie Mays was
initially denied the opportunity to purchase ahome in an exclusive San Francisco neighborhood because he was
black.In Black San Francisco, Albert Broussard explores race relations in a city where whites, for the most part, were
outwardly civil to blacks while denying them employment opportunities and political power. Understanding the
texture of theracial caste system, he argues, is critical to understanding why blacks made so little progressin
employment, housing, and politics despite the absence of segregation laws.When it cameto racial equality in the early
twentieth century, Broussard argues, the liberal progressive image of San Francisco was largely afacade. lllustrating
how black San Franciscans struggled to achieve equality in the same manner as their counterpartsin the Midwest and
East, he challenges the rhetoric of progress and opportunity with evidence of the reality of inequality for black San
Franciscans.Black San Francisco is considerably broader in scope than any previous study of African-Americansin the
West. It provides extensive coverage of the city's black community during the Great Depression and the New Deal,
details civil rights activities from 1915 to 1954, and provides extensive biographical material on local black leaders.In
his reconstruction of the plight of San Francisco's black citizens, Broussard reveals a population that, despite its small
size before 1940, did not accept second-class citizenship passively yet remained nonviolent into the 1960s. He also
shows how World War Il was awatershed for Black San Francisco, bringing thousands of southern migrants to the
bay areato work in the war industries. These migrants, in tandem with native black residents, formed coalitions with
white liberals to attack racial inequality more vigorously and successfully than at any previoustime in San Francisco's
history.

"This book offers two important additions to the literature on civil rightsissues. Firgt, it is one of the few treatments of
that topic in the twentieth-century West. Second, it especialy deals with civil rights as an activity during and
immediately after World War I1. Too many works on this topic assume a Southern framework and suggest a virtual
dearth of civil rights activity until the Brown case in 1954, thus ignoring the quiet but not insignificant activitiesin
Northern and Western cities during the 1940s and 50s."Lawrence B de Graaf, author of "California Blacks' in A
Guide to the History of California"A significant addition to the important new scholarship on black community
building prior to the modern civil rights movement. Thisinsightful study demolishes the myth of white liberal
progressivism in the city by the bay."Darlene Clark Hine, author of The State of Afro-American History: Past, Present,
and Future "Poses a magjor challenge to most of our theoretical assumptions concerning African American urban
community development. A stellar example of the nexus of urban, western, and African American history."Quintard
Taylor, University of OregonFrom the Back Cover"This book offers two important additions to the literature on civil
rightsissues. Firgt, it is one of the few treatments of that topic in the twentieth-century West.Second, it especially deals
with civil rights as an activity during and immediately after World War I1. Too many works on this topic assume a
Southern framework and suggest a virtual dearth of civil rights activity until the Brown casein 1954, thus ignoring the
quiet but not insignificant activities in Northern and Western cities during the 1940s and 50s."--Lawrence B de Graaf,
author of "CaliforniaBlacks' in A Guide to the History of California"A significant addition to the important new
scholarship on black community building prior to the modern civil rights movement. Thisinsightful study demolishes
the myth of white liberal progressivism in the city by the bay."--Darlene Clark Hine, author of The State of Afro-
American History: Past, Present, and Future "Poses a major challenge to most of our theoretical assumptions
concerning African American urban community development. A stellar example of the nexus of urban, western, and
African American history."--Quintard Taylor, University of OregonAbout the AuthorAlbert S. Broussard is associate
professor of history at Texas A M University and author of African-American Odyssey: The Stewarts, 1853-1963, also
published by the University Press of Kansas.



