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Michael Masi : Boethian Number Theory: A Translation of the De Institutione Arithmetica (Studies in 
Classical Antiquity)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Boethian Number Theory: A Translation of the De Institutione Arithmetica (Studies in Classical Antiquity): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Should be part of the general education of everybodyBy Mr. DN 
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ClaytonI am rating this highly on two counts: first the value of the document translated and second the brilliant and 
fascinating introduction by Michael Masi. Both should be read in conjunction for unless you understand the context 
and the way that Boethius is describing the relationships between numbers, as Masi describes it, then the text, though 
translated, will not be understood. Once we know this, however, then we can understand clearly why this document 
had such an impact impact on Western culture over centuries. The mathematical relationships Boethius describes were 
used directly as principles of order and beauty to govern and direct the creative impulses by artists, architects, 
musicians and in poetry and literature. The study of the philosophical basis of from which these harmonious 
relationship were derived, was considered an integral part of a good education up to the Enlightenment and so formed 
the minds of the great philosophers and theologians - those who shaped the society of the time. It was seen as forming 
the mind for grasping beauty, virtue and for love of God and man
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