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Knut A. Jacobsen, University of Bergen, and Helene Basu, University of Mnster, Angelika Malinar, University
of Zrich, Vasudha Narayanan, University of Florida (Associate) : Brill's Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Volume
Three (Handbook of Oriental Studies. Section 2, South Asia) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
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it would be worth my time, and all praised Brill's Encyclopedia of Hinduism. VVolume Three (Handbook of Oriental
Studies. Section 2, South Asia):

Thisisthe third thematic volume of Brills Encyclopedia of Hinduism, which deals broadly with Hindu society.
Readers will find articles on caste, family, age, and gender, aswell as on religious specialists such as gurus, sdhus,
healers, and astrologers. Religious traditions, presented in alphabetical order from Aghors and Buls to Vaikhansa and
Vrkar Samprady, feature prominently as one of the anchor sections. Another major section presents a thorough
examination of Hindu philosophical traditions, including history, branches, and contemporary aspects.

'itisnot an empty claim in the Preface that _the depth and breadth of information provided are unmatched by any
reference work on Hinduism_(...) On the whole, the editors and the competent project team at Brill have coped
admirably with the challenges, preparing an impressive list of entries, enlisting a competent team of (as many as 155)
accomplished scholars, applying a uniform style to the encyclopedia, achieving consistency in the use of diacritics and
weaving the diverse contributions into a coherent whole." Jan Filipsky, Oriental Institute, Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic, Oriental Archive 81 (2013)From the Back Cover"Society, Theology, Biography" covers social
structures and organizations as well as professions. Mgor religious communities and theological subtraditions will be
presented, as well as biographies of a number of saints, gurus and yogis.



