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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization 
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as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as 
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been 
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public 
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and 
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of 
a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, 
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping 
this knowledge alive and relevant.

From the Back CoverBuddha, His Life, His Doctrine, His Order is a comprehensive introduction to Buddhism, first 
written in 1881. In order to better understand Buddhism from a scholarly viewpoint, Oldenberg goes back to the Aryan 
religion based on the Vedas. Since the Buddha was raised in the Brahmanic culture, those beliefs will have a natural 
influence on the development of Buddhist belief. After exploring the roots of Buddhism, Oldenberg moves on to 
detailing the life of the Buddha and eventually introduces the basic tenets of the Buddhist religion. Throughout, 
Oldenberg contends that Buddhism is an essentially pessimistic philosophy, which modern readers and Buddhists may 
find controversial. Suitable for anyone interested in Buddhism, this book is a scholarly work that remains accessible to 
the lay reader.About the AuthorGerman scholar HERMANN OLDENBERG (1854-1920) was a professor of Indology. 
His translations of Buddhist texts are still published today, including Vedic Hymns (1897) and The Religion of the 
Vedas (1894). 


