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From Penn State University Press : Buddhism: A Modern Perspective  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhism: A Modern Perspective: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Explicating BuddhismBy Jim SherblomThis is the best scholarly 
introduction to the varieties of Buddhist practice that I have ever read. My copy is now full of my frequent underlining 
of the important truths it explicates.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Good introduction for beginning 
students of BuddhismBy Marc E. FergusonThis is a very good introduction to the history, major schools, and 
philosophical doctrines of Buddhism. Particularly good on the Madhyamika school of Mahayana Buddhism. An 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0271011955


extremely useful antidote for all of the "inspirational" books on Buddhism which line the shelves of bookstores, but 
leave the beginning student with a confused, anti-intellectual, and Pollyanna view of Buddhism, particularly among 
misguided adherents of American "anything goes" Zen. This will give the beginning student a solid grounding for 
his/her practice.

The contributors are Stefan Anacker, Stephan V. Beyer, Francis H. Cook, Roger J. Corless, Douglas D. Daye, Mark A. 
Ehman, Lewis R. Lancaster, and Charles S. Prebish.

This book is a valuable addition to the literature on Buddhism. It presents a basic and accurate survey of the 
tremendous variety of traditions and practices associated with Buddhism throughout the world.In the past half century 
Buddhist ideas have been introduced to Western countries in very impure forms due to the particular viewpoints of the 
adventurers and translators who interpreted them. It is especially unfortunate that Buddhism has been presented as a 
theistic religion, whereas in fact it is a non-theistic spiritual philosophy, psychology, and way of life. In recent decades 
the practice of Zen meditation has become well known in the West. While this is an improvement over the ways in 
which Buddhism was presented earlier, there is still very little clear presentation of other forms that meditation 
practice can take, or of the philosophy which is an essential part of the study of Buddhism.The value of this book, 
then, lies in the care and scholarship which the authors have shown in outlining the doctrines in a simple and 
straightforward way, and in providing ample resources for further study. It is a beginning step in the vast amount of 
work which needs to be done if Buddhism is to take a firm root in American soil.Chgyam Rinpoche Trungpa From the 
Back CoverAn introduction to Buddhism of value both to the scholar and the reader with no prior knowledge of the 
subject, this book begins with a comprehensive survey of fundamentals and goes on to include topics previously 
untouched in introductory texts.About the AuthorList of ContributorsStefan Anacker, University of IllinoisStephan V. 
Beyer, University of WisconsinFrancis H. Cook, University of California, RiversideRoger J. Corless, Duke 
UniversityDouglas D. Daye, Bowling Green State UniversityMark A. Ehman, Springfield CollegeLewis R. Lancaster, 
University of California, BerkeleyCharles S. Prebish, The Pennsylvania State University 


