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Edward Conze : Buddhism: A Short History (Short Religion)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhism: A Short History (Short Religion): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent condensed historyBy R. SykesConze makes the history of 
Buddhism both interesting and informative. I found it very helpful in understanding how the various lines of 
Buddhism developed, and especially how the many variations were produced by the various cultures. Sadly we still 
don't know for sure what Gautama actually taught as no writings have been found for the first 200 years or so after he 
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died.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Leena KurkiIn very good condition. No time to 
write more.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A barrage of namesBy Peter J. AdamsFor a short book, it 
is too ambitious. It wants to touch on every school of Buddhist thought over more than 2000 years. The end result is a 
barrage of names of people, monasteries, and philosophies. Most of them are described in just a few sentences or a 
short paragraph. Parts are good, notably the introductions to the major branches such as Mahayana and Tantric. On the 
whole, however, the author has not done enough to pare his knowledge back judiciously to meet the needs of an 
introduction. He seems bent on cramming as much as he can into a few pages so that most topics get short shrift.

In this authoritative guide, one of the world's most distinguished scholars of Buddhism provides a compact summary 
of the traditions development, from the time of the Buddha to the 20th century exile of the Dalai Lama. Covering all 
the Buddhist schools from Mahyna to Zen, this comprehensive, concise study is widely acknowledged as the classic 
introduction to the history of the Buddhist tradition, perfect for students and interested readers alike. Edward Conze 
studied Indian and comparative philosophy at the universities of Bonn and Hamburg.

"A lucid and reliable introduction to Buddhism." -- Times Higher Educational Supplement"Clear, precise, informed 
and comprehensive." -- Middle Way"This is a sound introduction to the religion and a fine work of reference for those 
already acquainted with its doctrines." -- The Good Book Guide, April 2008About the AuthorEdward Conze studied 
Indian and comparative philosophy at the universities of Bonn and Hamburg. He later lectured in psychology, 
philosophy, and comparative religion at Oxford, held a number of academic appointments, and served as Vice-
President of the Buddhist Society. His many books include Buddhist Texts Through the Ages (Oneworld, Sept 1995, 
ISBN: 9781851681075). 


