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George D. Bond : Buddhism at Work: Community Development, Social Empowerment and the Sarvodaya 
Movement  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhism 
at Work: Community Development, Social Empowerment and the Sarvodaya Movement: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Exploring the power of non-violent social transformationBy 
Midwest Book ReviewBuddhism At Work: Community Development, Social Empowerment, And The Sarvodaya 
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Movement by George D. Bond examines how the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement in Sri Lanka has sought to 
enlighten society through Buddhist and Gandhian ideals. Exploring the power of non-violent social transformation and 
the enduring strength of grassroots efforts, Buddhism At Work offers contemporary readers with a moving testimony 
to the positive power of collective will and labor. Buddhism At Work is a core addition to any dedicated Buddhist 
Studies personal reading list or academic library collection.

*Continues the story of the Sarvodaya Movement begun in Joanna Macys Dharma and Development*Up-to-date 
information stems from ten years of scholarly and field research In one of the worlds most inspirational grassroots-
development stories, Buddhism at Work outlines the vision and evolution of the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement in 
Sri Lanka, as its members have sought to engage and awaken society with Buddhist and Gandhian ideals.Now an 
international movement and NGO, Sarvodaya calls for individuals and groups to achieve non-violent social 
transformation through cooperative work. Its vision and its voice are poised to contribute to the emerging global 
dialogue on peace, social justice, and community development. Buddhism at Work embraces a new hope for humanity.

"More than four decades after one of the worlds most impressive community-development efforts began, we can 
finally examine the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement in historical, cultural and political contexts. George Bonds 
book offers an excellent perspective on how the premises and practices of Sarvodaya evolved over time.""Provides 
hard-to-find details about the last 20 years of the momement and compares its construction of Buddhism with 
Buddhist nationalism and fundamentalism.""A must read.""Offers contemporary readers a moving testimony to the 
positive power of collective will and labor.""Bond gives a clear message of a people's pathway to environmental 
health, social peace and a poverty-free global society.""A work of considerable comparative value for assessing the 
interface between religion and politics and religion and economics in the developing world."From the PublisherUnique 
features: -The first substantive history of the Sarvodaya Movement since Dharma and Development by Joanna Macy -
Up-to-date information stems from ten years of scholarly and personal research -Promotion of social action differs 
significantly from other constructions of Buddhism, such as Buddhist nationalism and Buddhist fundamentalismAbout 
the AuthorGeorge D. Bond is a Professor of Religion at Northwestern University and specializes in Buddhist studies 
and the history of religion. His previous works include The Buddhist Revival in Sri Lanka and The Word of the 
Buddha. He has been the recipient of Northwestern Universitys Charles Deering McCormick Professorship of 
Teaching Excellence. 


