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Sung-woo Kim : Buddhist Architecture of Korea (Korean Culture Series#9) (Korea Culture Series) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhist Architecture of
Korea (Korean Culture Series #9) (Korea Culture Series):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not just a coffee table book.By L. MallasA well researched and
thorough text accompanied by excellent photographs and diagrams, this is useful as atextbook for teaching the
subject.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Walter ShadExcellent! 18 of 19 people found
the following review helpful. A bonusto any libraryBy Timothy CThisisthe first book ever published on Korean
architecture in English. It does aremarkable job listing the salient aspects of traditional housing design from both a
sociological and formal perspective. The book isillustrated with loads of gorgeous photos and helpful diagrams. Even
though my knowledge of Korean architecture isfairly advanced (it is my graduate major), | still found some new
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information in this great volume, written by a cadre of expertsin the field.

Korean Culture Series #9. The easiest way to learn about Korea s Buddhist culture is to visit the temples where the
traditional practice of asceticismis till carried on today. People no longer live in other examples of traditional
architecture, such as palaces and Confucian schools and academies; but in temples the monks and nuns eat, sleep and
livein the traditional way, wearing traditional robes. Of all the countriesin East Asiathat share Buddhist culture, only
in Koreaisthe traditional practice of asceticism strongly maintained. This book aims to discuss the part architecture
playsin thistraditional temple culture. While temple life and the practice of asceticism are integral to each other, this
books attempts to isolate the architecture as a physical entity. Though several books taking a similar approach have
been published in Korea, this one has been written with foreign readersin mind.

Thisis much more than just a strikingly beautiful book. In seven chapterslavishly illustrated with 189 color figures
(except for plans), eight Korean scholars with backgrounds connected to but not limited by architectural practice delve
deeply into the totality of what houses are: their appearance both inside and out, their functions, their furniture and
arrangements, their ornamentation including colors and patterns, and much more, down to the last detail (such as
exquisite door locks). Thisis hot an exercise confined to architects egos, for it includes residences of both rich and
poor as well asissues of the natural, social, and cultural environments. The end result makes the title dightly
misleading or incomplete. In fact thisis a comprehensive study homes and their configurations and their contents.
Lengthy glossary of Korean terms and meanings; substantial bibliography. Anyone wanting to know more about the
people and the country would be hard-pressed to find a more penetrating introduction. Obviously, no library should be
without it. All levels. --July/August 2000 issue of CHOICEAbout the AuthorProf. Kim Sung-woo was born in Seoul in
1950. After graduating from the department of architecture at Y onsei University he went to the United States where he
received his master s degree in urban design from the University of Pennsylvania. He went on to receive his Ph.D. in
Architecture and art history at the University of Michigan, writing his dissertation on Korean Buddhist architecture.
Since returning to Korea he has served as a professor at Yonsel University, mainly lecturing on architectural history
and theory. Prof. Kim has published many papers on the subject of architectural history and theory as well asthe
research report Seongju Hangae Maeul (Hangae Village, Seongju), and the books Songgwangsa (Songgwangsa
Temple), Hanguk Geonchuksa (History of Korean Architecture, co-author) and Wonya, the Korean translation of a
Chinese book on landscape architecture. Prof. Kim sresearch is focused on theorizing the spirit of the traditional
architecture of Korea and other Asian countries form the perspective of cultural philosophy and thereby contributing to
the future development of architecture.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.This book has been
written by the faculty members who teach housing and interior design in several Korean universities to inform the
world on the Korean traditional house and interiors. The main chapters are on the Korean traditional way of space
planning and furniture arrangement. Also, the chapters focus on the fact that nature and socio-cultural background
have been the mgjor factors in forming the Korean traditional house plan and furniture design. The chaptersin this
book mostly cover the style of the typical upper class houses in the Chosun dynasty. The upper class houses represent
the best form of Korean traditional housing including the interior space planning and furniture, the colors and patterns,
and the house style, since they had been built without any financial limitations. The story of Traditional Korean
House: Traditional Korean house presents a comprehensive view of Traditional Korean homes, dealing with topics
raging from the cultural and philosophical framework from which architectural design and layout derived to the
uniquely Korean aesthetic sensibilities which imbued life, color, and patterns into the furnishings and accessories. By
incorporating the philosophies and lifestyles of the past, the interior spaces of traditional Korean House conveyed a
sense of ease and comfort girded with strength of character. An understated charm imbued the near-empty appearance
and beauty sprang from harmonizing into the whole the natural or nature-inspired shapes and colors and textures of
unadorned spaces. Thus, the Korean traditional house, that is derived from Korean philosophy of life, exhibits unique
and apparently paradoxical characteristics that seem very "full", yet "empty" at the same time, and seem "weak" on the
outside space shows a dynamic energy and balances, which is very unique, and which can not be found in any other
country. This unique traditional house that has been formed through along period of time possesses practicality and
artistic beauty, and we hope that those who visit Korea can see the merits of the Korean traditional house. This book
will guide those who search for Korean tradition, practicality, and beauty of the traditional houses that were formed in
itslong history.



