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Excerpt from Buddhist Birth-Stories (Jataka Tales): The Commentarial Introduction Entitled Nidana-Katha, the Story 
of the LineageThis essay and the following translation were published in 1880 as a volume in Tritbner's Oriental 
Series. That volume contained, further, the beginning Of a much longer work, namely the translation Of the so-called 
Jataka. This is a collection Of upwards of 550 folk-lore tales which forms part of the Buddhist canonical scriptures. 
The tales are in prose, each explaining a much more ancient poem of two or more lines. The allusions in the verses 
cannot be understood without the explanation given in the prose. Over and above this explanation there is added to 
each story an episode said to be from the life of the founder of what is now called Buddhism. Some thing has occurred 
which the founder likens to an episode in the long past, when, in a former life the actors in the present episode and he 
himself were engaged. In this way a moral, something like those in our fables, is drawn. At the same time the 
immensely long evolution in the full life or lives of all men and in particular of such a superman as the founder is 
brought out.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more 
at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections 
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be 
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections 
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.


