
[Library ebook] Buddhist Extremists and Muslim Minorities: Religious Conflict in Contemporary Sri Lanka

Buddhist Extremists and Muslim Minorities: Religious Conflict in 
Contemporary Sri Lanka

From Ingramcontent 
DOC | *audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF | ePub

#2926222 in Books Ingramcontent 2016-10-31 2016-10-31Original language:English 6.10 x .70 x 9.20l, .0 
#File Name: 0190624388256 pagesBuddhist Extremists and Muslim Minorities Religious Conflict in 

Contemporary Sri Lanka | File size: 71.Mb

From Ingramcontent : Buddhist Extremists and Muslim Minorities: Religious Conflict in Contemporary Sri 
Lanka  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Buddhist 
Extremists and Muslim Minorities: Religious Conflict in Contemporary Sri Lanka: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0190624388


When the civil war in Sri Lanka between Sinhala Buddhists and Tamils ended in 2009, many Sri Lankans and foreign 
observers alike hoped to see the re-establishment of relatively harmonious religious and ethnic relations among the 
various communities in the country. Instead, a different type of violence erupted, this time aimed at the Muslim 
community. The essays in Buddhist Extremists and Muslim Minorities investigate the history and current state of 
Buddhist-Muslim relations in Sri Lanka, in an attempt to identify the causes of this newly emergent conflict. Euro-
American readers unfamiliar with this story will be surprised to learn that it inverts common stereotypes of the two 
religious groups. In this context, certain groups of Buddhists, generally considered peace-oriented in the West, are 
engaged in victimizing Muslims, who are increasingly seen as militant. The authors examine the historical contexts 
and substantive reasons that gave rise to Buddhist nationalism and aggressive attacks on Muslim communities. The 
rise of Buddhist nationalism in general is analyzed and explained, while the specific role, methods, and character of 
the militant Bodu Bala Sena ("Army of Buddhist Power") movement receive particular scrutiny. The motivations for 
attacks on Muslims may include deep-seated perceptions of economic disparity, but elements of religious culture 
(ritual and symbol) are also seen as catalysts for explosive acts of violence. This much-needed, timely commentary 
promises to shift the standard narrative on Muslims and religious violence.

"Islamophobia has triggered communal violence and poisoned social relations in several Theravada Buddhist countries 
in recent years. Exploring the case of Sri Lanka, the present collection offers scholarship at its best: informative and 
stimulating, engaging and sophisticated. It presents original field observations, hard-hitting facts on Buddhist extremist 
derivations and comprehensive analyses, as it introduces the reader to the stunning complexity of the lives of Sri 
Lanka's Muslim minorities. Yet this is not just an insightful and timely collection of fine essays. It promises to be 
immensely useful as a resource for studying ethno-religious instability and will be required reading for anyone who 
takes an interest in contemporary Buddhist-Muslim relations." --Jacques P. Leider, cole franaise d'Extrme-Orient, 
Yangon About the AuthorJohn Clifford Holt is a Professor of Religion and Asian Studies at Bowdoin College. He is 
the author of more than a dozen books on the religious cultures of South and Southeast Asia. 


