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Alka Patel : Building Communities in Gujarat: Architecture and Society During the Twelfth Through 
Fourteenth Centuries (Brill's Indological Library, Vol. 22)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Building Communities in Gujarat: Architecture and Society During the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9004138900


Twelfth Through Fourteenth Centuries (Brill's Indological Library, Vol. 22): 

The Indo-Islamic architecture subject of this book is not the result of a 'clash of civilizations', but to be seen as 
innovations of the local architectural tradition, a product of local craft traditions. Alka Patel here brings together two 
architectural corpora in a careful analysis of the 12th- through 14th-century Islamic ritual buildings of southeastern 
Sindh, Gujarat and Rajasthan. The new social and ritual demands of Islam led local craftspeople to initiate 
rejuvenation and expansion of their skills and knowledge. Moreover, the commonality of building practices among 
"religions" led to the intertwining of various Muslim and non-Muslim communities. The work's analysis of 
epigraphical evidence will be seminal to reorientations of historical methods investigating interactions among socio-
religious groups in the region.


