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people found the following review helpful. Incredible and heartbreakingBy Daniel KupermanA thorough and 
compelling story that everyone should become familiar with for a better understanding of the forming of the United 
States and the West Frontier which caused a mass genocide of tremendous proportions among the native Americans.

Immediately recognized as a revelatory and enormously controversial book since its first publication in 1971, Bury 
My Heart at Wounded Knee is universally recognized as one of those rare books that forever changes the way its 
subject is perceived. Now repackaged with a new introduction from bestselling author Hampton Sides to coincide with 
a major HBO dramatic film of the book, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee is Dee 
Brown's classic, eloquent, meticulously documented account of the systematic destruction of the American Indian 
during the second half of the nineteenth century. A national bestseller in hardcover for more than a year after its initial 
publication, it has sold over four million copies in multiple editions and has been translated into seventeen 
languages.Using council records, autobiographies, and firsthand descriptions, Brown allows great chiefs and warriors 
of the Dakota, Ute, Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes to tell us in their own words of the series of battles, massacres, 
and broken treaties that finally left them and their people demoralized and decimated. A unique and disturbing 
narrative told with force and clarity, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee changed forever our vision of how the West 
was won, and lost. It tells a story that should not be forgotten, and so must be retold from time to time.

.com First published in 1970, this extraordinary book changed the way Americans think about the original inhabitants 
of their country. Beginning with the Long Walk of the Navajos in 1860 and ending 30 years later with the massacre of 
Sioux men, women, and children at Wounded Knee in South Dakota, it tells how the American Indians lost their land 
and lives to a dynamically expanding white society. During these three decades, America's population doubled from 
31 million to 62 million. Again and again, promises made to the Indians fell victim to the ruthlessness and greed of 
settlers pushing westward to make new lives. The Indians were herded off their ancestral lands into ever-shrinking 
reservations, and were starved and killed if they resisted. It is a truism that "history is written by the victors"; for the 
first time, this book described the opening of the West from the Indians' viewpoint. Accustomed to stereotypes of 
Indians as red savages, white Americans were shocked to read the reasoned eloquence of Indian leaders and learn of 
the bravery with which they and their peoples endured suffering. With meticulous research and in measured language 
overlaying brutal narrative, Dee Brown focused attention on a national disgrace. Still controversial but with many of 
its premises now accepted, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee has sold 5 million copies around the world. Thirty years 
after it first broke onto the national conscience, it has lost none of its importance or emotional impact. --John 
StevensonFrom Library JournalThis 1970 volume greatly changed the view of pioneers' westward advancement. 
Based largely on primary source materials, this volume details how white settlers forced Indian tribes off the plains, 
often simply by killing them. Though Hollywood and penny dreadfuls portrayed Indians as red devils who launched 
unprovoked attacks on innocent homesteaders, Brown's research shows that the opposite is closer to the truth. The text 
is buttressed with numerous period photos. An essential purchase. (LJ 12/15/70) Copyright 2001 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From BooklistIt is a hard fact that history creates winners and losers. Browns landmark work, first 
published in 1970, movingly illustrated that truism as he narrates the destruction of the cultures of various Native 
American groups in the trans-Mississippi west between 186090. Brown, who was a librarian at the University of 
Illinois for decades, was determined to balance the books by writing an account of the winning of the West from a 
Native American perspective. This latest edition, embellished by more than 300 illustrations and several interesting 
essays, has both the weaknesses and strengths of the original work. Critics, with some justification, have noted Browns 
glossing over the unsavory aspects of some Native American groups, including their idealization of warfare. In his 
efforts to portray Native Americans as victims, his constant emphasis on American rapaciousness and duplicity is over 
the top. Still, Browns essential message retains its power and conveys eloquently the tragedy of a people displaced and 
humiliated by the advance of an expanding aggressive civilization that they could neither cope with nor comprehend. --
Jay Freeman 


