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Max Eisen : By Chance Alone: A Remarkable True Story of Courage and Survival at Auschwitz  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised By Chance Alone: A 
Remarkable True Story of Courage and Survival at Auschwitz: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy PattyVery compelling and informative .....it was so 
interesting I just could not put the book down ...one of the most interesting books I have ever read .3 of 3 people found 
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the following review helpful. We need the reminder to CHOOSE PEACE INTENTIONALLYBy F JulikaWe are all 
fortunate that Max Eisen was still able to author his book at his advanced age about the reality he had to go through 
but only a few survived. The more years pass, the more it is necessary to remind people of the history that should not 
be repeated. There are people who even doubt the stories, the testimonials, and the pictures, the proofs about what had 
happened. Unfortunately far too many ugly events from all over the world are still reported in the news every day. 
Books like this could wake up nations to choose peace intentionally, so we would not have to survive by chance 
alone.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. By sheer luck, against all odds, a couragious survivor tells his 
story.By Carol MonteverdeThis book is hard to read. Yes. But it must be read. It will bring out all your emotions, as 
you read about Tibor's (Max) whole family, annihilated by a ruthless regime. So many things he experienced that you 
may not have heard before. For some reason, one of the saddest moments is when he had to leave his dog, Farkas, so 
precious to him, and he would never see him again. Never mind his precious saintly mother, and his brothers and baby 
sister, who were all murdered by those horrible devils, that were inhuman. I am so glad to have read this book, and 
wish I could thank Max personally for undertaking such a difficult task, in writing this book, thereby fulfilling his 
father's last wish. Please tell the world about what happened here. That was the wish. Please read this book,and share it 
with others, that in doing so, Max's family, and so many others just like his, will never be forgotten.

In the tradition of Elie Wiesels Night and Primo Levis Survival in Auschwitz comes a bestselling new memoir by 
Canadian survivorFinalist for the 2017 RBC Taylor PrizeMore than 70 years after the Nazi camps were liberated by 
the Allies, a new Canadian Holocaust memoir details the rural Hungarian deportations to Auschwitz-Birkenau, back-
breaking slave labour in Auschwitz I, the infamous death march in January 1945, the painful aftermath of liberation, a 
journey of physical and psychological healing.Tibor Max Eisen was born in Moldava, Czechoslovakia into an 
Orthodox Jewish family. He had an extended family of sixty members, and he lived in a family compound with his 
parents, his two younger brothers, his baby sister, his paternal grandparents and his uncle and aunt. In the spring 
of1944--five and a half years after his region had been annexed to Hungary and the morning after the familys yearly 
Passover Seder--gendarmes forcibly removed Eisen and his family from their home. They were brought to a brickyard 
and eventually loaded onto crowded cattle cars bound for Auschwitz-Birkenau. At fifteen years of age, Eisen survived 
the selection process and he was inducted into the camp as a slave labourer.One day, Eisen received a terrible blow 
from an SS guard. Severely injured, he was dumped at the hospital where a Polish political prisoner and physician, 
Tadeusz Orzeszko, operated on him. Despite his significant injury, Orzeszko saved Eisen from certain death in the gas 
chambers by giving him a job as a cleaner in the operating room. After his liberation and new trials in Communist 
Czechoslovakia, Eisen immigrated to Canada in 1949, where he has dedicated the last twenty-two years of his life to 
educating others about the Holocaust across Canada and around the world.The author will be donating a portion of his 
royalties from this book to institutions promoting tolerance and understanding.

[An] extraordinary memoir. (Edmonton Journal)An astounding narrative . . . a timely examination of the human 
capacity for cruelty, ignorance, and depravity. It is also a message of hope, a cri de coeur, and a reminder that small 
acts of kindness can have an immeasurable impact on another persons life. (Quill Quire)Max Eisens important, timely 
memoir reminds us that horror does not happen overnight and that no one is immune to it. By Chance Alone is a 
testimony to the human experience of needless, senseless suffering. May we learn from it. (Marina Nemat, author of 
Prisoner of Tehran)By Chance Alone is a story of great pathos, and told with directness and simplicity, of the 
sufferings and grief and fear of one boy in a terrible time and a terrible place. (Rex Murphy)Such were the 
overwhelming odds stacked against him, Max Eisen should not have survived. Chance, some good people, and not a 
little luck all played their part, but his dogged determination to overcome the lethal physical and mental onslaught is 
truly remarkable. (Stephen D. Smith, Executive Director, USC Shoah Foundation)Max Eisen reveals, with clarity and 
honesty, his personal resilience and determination to survive against impossible odds, and bear witness to the horrors 
of Auschwitz. His humanity and generosity shine through in this powerful and page-turning memoir. (Barbara J. Falk, 
PhD, MSL Associate Professor, Department of Defence Studies Canadian Forces College/Royal Military College of 
Canada Barbara Falk, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Defence Studies, Canadian Forces College/Royal 
Military Colleg)A gripping, harrowing read, chock-a-block with pulse-quickening detail. (Canadian Jewish 
News)From the Back CoverIn the tradition of Elie Wiesels Night and Primo Levis Survival in AuschwitzIn the spring 
of 1944, gendarmes forcibly removed Tibor Max Eisen and his family from their home, brought them to a brickyard, 
and eventually loaded them onto crowded cattle cars bound for Auschwitz-Birkenau. At fifteen years of age, Eisen 
survived the selection process and was inducted into the camp as a slave labourer.More than seventy years after the 
Nazi camps were liberated by the Allies, By Chance Alone details Eisens story of survival: the back-breaking slave 
labour in Auschwitz I, the infamous death march in January 1945, the painful aftermath of liberation, and Eisens 
journey of physical and psychological healing. Ultimately, the book offers a message of hope as the author finds his 
way to a new life in Canada.About the AuthorMAX EISEN is a Hungarian Jew who was deported to Auschwitz in the 
spring of 1944. He is a passionate speaker and educator who volunteers at the Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust 



Education Centre and the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center in Toronto. He currently resides in Toronto with his 
wife, Ivy. 


