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A. Sarkozi : Calling the Soul of the Dead: Texts of Mongol folk-religion in the St. Petersburg I nstitute of
Oriental Studies, 1 (Silk Road Studies) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Calling the Soul of the Dead: Texts of Mongol folk-religion in the St. Petersburg Institute of
Oriental Studies, 1 (Silk Road Studies):

Research of Mongolion folk-religion has been the subject of special attention in recent years. Editions and trandations
of extant texts have appeared, providing detailed descriptions of the rituals. This book examines avery special ritual of
folk-religion, the ceremony of calling back the soul of the dead. Among the Mongolsit was commonly believed that
illness and death were caused by the absence of the soul, so a special ritual was required to call back the wandering
soul. The research for this volume has been based on texts preserved in the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian
Academy of Sciencesin St. Petersburg. A background is given by observations of researchers who have visited the
relevant areas and personal communications of Mongols. Theserituals are still living and carried out by Mongolians
and their neighbouring peoples. The very old ceremony, must have belonged to an early layer of folk-religion. It has
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now become aritual of the Lamaist church. Influence of Tibetan Buddhism isfound. A special chapter is devoted to
evil spirits. The volume isrichly illustrated.



