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History of India):

The phenomenon of caste has probably aroused more controversy than any other aspect of Indian life. This volume
explores the emergence of ideas and practices that gave rise to the so-called "caste-society." Using a historical and
anthropological approach, the author frames her analysisin the context of India's economic and social order,
interpreting caste as a contingent and variable response to changes in Indias political landscape through the colonial
conquest. The book's wide-ranging analysis offers one of the most powerful statements ever written on caste in South
Asia

"An outstanding book and an excellent addition to the New Cambridge History of India." Choice'[Bayly's] survey of
the literature on caste is virtually comprehensive.... The book iswell documented and would be a good source as a
reference work for advanced students of South Asian studies." Religious Studies "Jackson has given us an
indispensable interpretation of this era...Any attempt to sort out the questions of caste in modern Indian history would
require awidely read scholar who is also brave. Susan Bayly is such ascholar. Bayly has written an excellent,
stimulating survey of the history of conception, description,analysis, and influence of the idea and institution of caste
and community in modern South Asia. As part of the New Cambridge History of India, it clearly fulfills the editorila
mandates of presenting recent scholarship and changing historical conceptions of the modern subcontinent." American
His



