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Tarek Fatah : Chasinga Mirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chasing aMirage: The Tragic lllusion of an Islamic State:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Flavourful read!By Louise GuayTarek Fatah has away of turning
politics and religious complexities into entertaining reads. Y ou learn an awful lot without realizing it as you keep
turning the pages. Thisisfull of wit, facts and wisdom, all written with a dash of Fatah humour. Don't waste any more
time reading me when you could be reading this excellent book by an incredible Canadian author!1 of 1 people found
the following review helpful. Comprehensive awesomenessBy obzlt is a great read for anyone interested in finding out
what the hell is up with Muslims of the world.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Caliphate (Islamic
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State)/Sharia Law not required in Islam, critical reasoning of I1slam is not slander.By Books Customer Since
1996Chasing a Mirage: Lots of evidence asto why a Caliphate (Islamic State) is not called for in Islamic ideology.
Goes over in great detail the early "golden” age and why it was aterrible time for the people closest to Mohammed
(they were basically all murdered by other Muslims over who and how to run the Caliphate) and not a good model to
govern Muslims. Makes a very good argument using critical reasoning that a political 1slam isnot called out in the
Koran. Hiscall for reform or a different interpretation of 1slam to bring it into the 21st century under equal rights for
all and separation of Mosque and state is needed.Unfortunately this was written in 2008 and there has been zero
successful reform at any local, national, international level. Saudi Arabiatype Sharia Law and slandering the prophet
accusations are used successfully everyday in non-Muslim countries. Germany just had to lower the allowable aready
married age for refugees coming in to aslow as 12 to accommodate Islam.So called successful moderate Muslim
countries like Indonesiaand Turkey are increasingly intolerant.Not to mention this was written before SIS (Islamic
State) was created. Thisis the first book I've seen that used critical reasoning to review Islam and now that I've looked
around there are no colleges that do any of that.Name a college |slamic Studies center that does critical reasoning?
They all seem to be sponsored by Saudi Arabia.lt's a bleak assessment.l don't even see any non-Muslim countries
much less Muslim countries that have aidentifiable group of Mosques that allow criticism of Mohammed, call for
equal rightsfor al under the law, and believe in separation of Mosgue and state. What would that group of Mosques
be called?As a side note the author is a progressive Canadian Muslim. So he groups all bad groups even non-Muslim
under right wing/fundamentalist and Americais not talked about much under a good light. Leftwing groups are good
except he does call them out severely for supporting Islamist ideology. His explanation is the left has been
hoodwinked into believing Islamist are fighting American imperialism just like they are.Book is highly recommended.

In Chasing aMirage, Tarek Fatah Writes: Islamists argue that the period following the passing away of Muhammad
was Islam's golden era and that we Muslims need to re-create that caliphate to emulate that political system in today's
world. | wish to demonstrate that when Muslims buried the Prophet, they also buried with him many of the universal
values of Islam that he had preached. The history of Islam can be described essentialy as the history of an unending
power struggle, where men have killed each other to claim the mantle of Muhammad. This strife is a painful story that
started within hours of the Prophet closing his eyes forever, and needs to be told. | firmly believe the message of the
Quran is strong enough to withstand the facts of history. It is my conviction that Muslims are mature and securein
their identities to face the truth. Thisisthat story. Advance Praise for Chasing a Mirage "Tarek Fatah has written a
provocative and challenging book which isamust read for anyone who cares about these issues." Janice Gross Stein
"Chasing aMirageis an extremely valuable contributing to the fight by progressive Muslims against |slamist fascism.
This book should be required reading for the Left in the West who have mistakenly started believing that |slamists
represent some sort of anti-imperialism.” Farooq Tariq " Fatah argues passionatley for universalism instead of
exclusivism, integration instead of ghettoism, and makes a powerful appeal for the silent majority of Muslims to speak
out beforeit istoo late. Thiswork of courage and daring needs to be read widely." Pervez Hoodbhoy "This fascinating
work by brave and bri8lliant tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking, instructive and enlightening for laymen
and scholars, Muslims and non-Muslim...an invaluable and rare addition to the corpus of Islamic literature in the post-
9/11 world, abold step towards | slamic Reformation and Enlightenment.” Tgj Hashmi "Tarek Fatah'sis a voice that
needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned debate about the issues he israising, and indeed so does the
world." Bob Rae "This fascinating work by brae and brilliant Tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking,
instructive and enlightening for laymen and scholars, Muslim and non-Muslim... an invaluable and rare addition to the
corpus of Islamic literature in the post-9/11 world, a bold step towards Islamic Reformation and Enlightenment.” Tagj
Hashmi "Tarek Fatah'sis a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned debate about the issues heis
raising, and indeed so does the world." Bob Rae, Member of Parliament, Canada

"I think this book is a positive contribution to the discussion about contemporary Islam and certainly avaluable
addition to the voices that are critically looking at Islam's right-wing. . . . | don't think thereis any other public
intellectual in the North American arena-- Muslim or other -- who could have written this book."
(HuffingtonPost.com, April 15th, 2008) "...a book worthy of attention...both for its contents and for the courage of its
author." (Haaretz, October 2008) "Tarek Fatah has written a provocative and challenging book, which is a must-read
for anyone who cares about these issues."--Janice Gross Stein, Director, Munk Centre for International Studies,
University of Toronto "Chasing a Mirage is an extremely valuable contribution to the fight by progressive Muslims
against Islamic fascism. This book should be required reading for the Left in the West who have mistakenly started
believing that Islamists represent some sort of anti-imperialism."--Farooq Tariq, Secretary General, Pakistan Labour
Party "Fatah argues passionately for universalism instead of exclusivism, integration instead of ghettoism, and makes a
powerful appeal for the silent majority of Muslimsto speak out before it istoo late. Thiswork of courage and daring
needs to be read widely."--Pervez Hoodboy, Professor, Quaid-e-Azam University, |slamabad, Pakistan "This
fascinating work by brave and brilliant Tarek Fatah is simultaneously thought-provoking, instructive and enlightening



for laymen and scholars, Muslim and non-Muslim ... an invaluable and rare addition to the corpus of Islamic literature
in the post 9/11 world, a bold step towards |slamic Reformation and Enlightenment."--Taj Hasmi, Asia-Pacific Center
for Security Studies, Honolulu "Tarek Fatah's is a voice that needs to be heard. Canada needs a healthy, reasoned
debate about the issues he israising, and indeed, so does the world."--Bob Rae, Member of Parliament, Canada From
the Inside Flapln Chasing a Mirage, Tarek Fatah opens awindow on the Muslim world that reveals a blighted
landscape. Fatah, a Canadian Muslim born in Pakistan, argues that |slam has been hijacked by radicals who falsely
invoke the Quran and Prophet Muhammad for their own political purpose that offends the spirit of 1slam. At the heart
of the matter isthe duplicity of imams who decry the West for theills that affect Muslims. Such invective deflects the
failure of most Muslim countries to offer a modicum of freedom, human rights and equality--not ideas that are the
purview of western countries, but indeed are inherent in the spirit of Islam. Where did things take such awrong turn?
In the author's assessment, the Quran did not prescribe that Islam should take on a political form--an entity that is the
Islamic State. Y et in the aftermath of the Prophet's death, two streams of 1slam emerged. One was political
andimperial, seeking power and domination, reverberating though the ages and resulting in war bloodshed among
Muslim brothers. The other 1slam was spiritual, which unleashed the human spirit, triggering an age of enlightenment
that once was the hallmark of science, literature, music, and mathematics. The author suggests that the crashing end to
Islam's era of intellectual supremacy was a direct result of political 1slam inflicting a crushing defeat on the spirit of
Islam. In aglobal movement, |slamists have workedto establish the Islamic State, while Muslims continue to be
sacrificed for a cause that s rooted in deceit and delusion. Can a millennia of aggression be brought to a halt? Chasing
aMirageis unequivocal in its answer and in its remedy to end political violence that isinimical to IsSlam and its state
of grace and peace. The book urges Muslims to give up on the Islamic State and strive for the state of Islam.



