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(Contemporary Chinese Studies Series):

Chieftains into Ancestors describes the intersection of imperial administration and chieftain-dominated local culturein
the culturally diverse southwestern region of China. Contemplating the rhetorical question of how one can begin to
rewrite the story of a conquered people whose past was never transcribed in the first place, the authors combine
anthropological fieldwork with historical textual analysis to build anew regional history.

Thisis afantastic and first-class collection, highly original in its combination of anthropological with historical
approaches and marking areal contribution to understandings of social and cultural processesin southern China.
Authored by some of the leading scholarsin the field with an unparalleled knowledge of this subject, Chieftains into
Ancestorsis original and enlightening. - Nicholas Tapp, author of The Hmong of China: Context, Agency and the
ImaginaryWe need to examine state expansion from the perspective of local societies and, with Chieftains into
Ancestors, we now have the conceptual and methodological toolsto do this. Thisis historical anthropology and micro-
history at its best. - John E. Herman, author of Amid the Clouds and Mist: China's Colonization of Guizhou, 1200-
1700 "We need to examine state expansion from the perspective of local societies and, with Chieftainsinto Ancestors,
we now have the conceptual and methodological tools to do this. Thisis historical anthropology and micro-history at
its best." John E. Herman, author of Amid the Clouds and Mist: China's Colonization of Guizhou, 1200-1700About the
AuthorDavid Faure is Wei Lun Professor of History at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. His books include
Emperor and Ancestor: State and Lineage in South China. HoTSui-p'ing is an associate research fellow at the Institute
of Ethnology at Academia Sinicaand an adjunct associate professor in the Institute of Anthropology at National Tsing
Hua University. Sheisthe coeditor of State, Market and Ethnic Groups Contextualized. Contributors: Lian Ruizhi,
Huang Shu-li, JamesWilkerson, He Xi, Xie Xiaohui, Kao Y a-ning, and Zhang Yinggiang



