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Paul S. Ropp : China in World History (New Oxford World History)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China in World History (New Oxford World History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very educational book about China's historyBy James G.In all 
honesty, I thought this book was very informative and I learned A LOT about China's history. From the early days to 
the present and everything in between, I learned so much about this country. If you are looking for a book that will 
teach you the history of China, this is the one, stop looking!!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195381955


Accurate, rigorous, and fluid. The perfect mixture. I loved it.By juancasyI really enjoyed this book since it met my 
expectations in a history book: it is rigorous, but at the same time brief, concise and fluid. The history of China, in 
particular the ancient period is full of magic. We all have plenty of images from movies or theatre based on it, but 
reality is even more vivid. From now on, I have another nice mixture of China in my mind thanks to this book.5 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. China in History - Nicely ToldBy James KotowMost of us living in North 
America have very little knowledge of China, its history, culture and politics. After a short but extremely interesting 
trip to Beijing I wanted to gain more understanding of China by learning about some of the background to what I had 
seen. This very fine book did a wonderful job at doing that. Basic Chinese history and culture was clearly presented 
and the ideas easy to follow. With China appearing so prominently in world economics and politics these days, the 
final chapter on the late period beginning in 1949 was extremely helpful. I certainly do recommend this book to 
anyone wanting a brief introduction to China and its people.

Here is a fascinating compact history of Chinese political, economic, and cultural life, ranging from the origins of 
civilization in China to the beginning of the 21st century. Historian Paul Ropp combines vivid story-telling with astute 
analysis to shed light on some of the larger questions of Chinese history. What is distinctive about China in 
comparison with other civilizations? What have been the major changes and continuities in Chinese life over the past 
four millennia? Offering a global perspective, the book shows how China's nomadic neighbors to the north and west 
influenced much of the political, military, and even cultural history of China. Ropp also examines Sino-Indian 
relations, highlighting the impact of the thriving trade between India and China as well as the profound effect of Indian 
Buddhism on Chinese life. Finally, the author discusses the humiliation of China at the hands of Western powers and 
Japan, explaining how these recent events have shaped China's quest for wealth, power and respect today, and have 
colored China's perception of its own place in world history.

"Anyone who has tried to write on any topic related to China for a broad readership will readily be able to appreciate 
Paul Ropp's achievement here in telling the whole story from Yao to Mao and beyond in well under 200 pages."--
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African StudiesAbout the AuthorPaul S. Ropp is the Andrea and Peter Klein 
Professor of History at Clark University and author of Banished Immortal: Searching for Shuangqing, China's Peasant 
Woman Poet. 


