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From Brand: University of Hawaii Press : Christianity in Korea  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Christianity in Korea: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Informative and variedBy Weston WolfThe quality of writing varies 
depending upon the author and the topic, but for the most part it is a scholarly and interesting perspective on the 
history and current state of Christianity in Korea. The book is composed of a collection of essays on the topic, and 
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while it is not necessarily a linear history of Korean Christianity, it is at the very least a useful supplement to anyone 
interested in expanding their knolwedge on the topic. The articles range from discussions of Christianity's early 
interaction with Neo-Confucianism to critiques of the Presbyterian movement in present-day Korea; the variety of 
sources is, in my opinion, one of the best parts of the book, though it does create a somewhat choppy reading 
experience. The editor definitely tried to create a smooth collection, but didn't necessarily always succeed. Nonetheless 
the material is top-notch and everyone interested in any topic connecting to Korean Christianity will find something to 
keep them reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An eye-openerBy AdamsI read many of the 
essays in this collection for a "Christianity in Korea" class at my college/university. The essays within are truly 
thought-provoking, providing fascinating glimpses at the current state of Christianity as well as its history in Korea.0 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy chpExcellent book and very valuable.

Despite the significance of Korea in world Christianity and the crucial role Christianity plays in contemporary Korean 
religious life, the tradition has been little studied in the West. Christianity in Korea seeks to fill this lacuna by 
providing a wide-ranging overview of the growth and development of Korean Christianity and the implications that 
development has had for Korean politics, interreligious dialogue, and gender and social issues. The volume begins 
with an accessibly written overview that traces in broad outline the history and development of Christianity on the 
peninsula. This is followed by chapters on broad themes, such as the survival of early Korean Catholics in a Neo-
Confucian society, relations between Christian churches and colonial authorities during the Japanese occupation, 
premillennialism, and the theological significance of the division and prospective reunification of Korea. Others look 
in more detail at individuals and movements, including the story of the female martyr Kollumba Kang Wansuk; the 
influence of Presbyterianism on the renowned nationalist Ahn Changho; the sociopolitical and theological background 
of the Minjung Protestant Movement; and the success and challenges of Evangelical Protestantism in Korea. The book 
concludes with a discussion of how best to encourage a rapprochement between Buddhism and Christianity in Korea.

"An impressively comprehensive overview of Korean Christianity. . . . An excellent guide--probably one of the best 
resources available in English--for the study of Korean Christianity.""This book's collection of remarkable essays 
takes an interdisciplinary approach to clarifying the growth and development of Korean Christianity and the 
importance of this development for Korean politics, religion, gender issues, social issues, and interreligious dialogue. 
Since Western scholarship has mostly ignored this aspect of Korean history and the history of Christianity, [it] makes 
an important contribution toward filling a void. Given current Buddhist-Christian hostilities that occasionally break 
out in South Korea, [its] concluding essay on how best to encourage Korean Buddhist-Christian dialogue is 
particularly important. . . . Highly recommended."This book s collection of remarkable essays takes an 
interdisciplinary approach to clarifying the growth and development of Korean Christianity and the importance of this 
development for Korean politics, religion, gender issues, social issues, and interreligious dialogue. Since Western 
scholarship has mostly ignored this aspect of Korean history and the history of Christianity, this book makes an 
important contribution toward filling a void.-- "CHOICE""An impressively comprehensive overview of Korean 
Christianity. . . . An excellent guide--probably one of the best resources available in English--for the study of Korean 
Christianity.-- "International Bulletin of Missionary Research"This book's collection of remarkable essays takes an 
interdisciplinary approach to clarifying the growth and development of Korean Christianity and the importance of this 
development for Korean politics, religion, gender issues, social issues, and interreligious dialogue. Since Western 
scholarship has mostly ignored this aspect of Korean history and the history of Christianity, this book makes an 
important contribution toward filling a void.-- "CHOICE" An impressively comprehensive overview of Korean 
Christianity. . . . An excellent guideprobably one of the best resources available in Englishfor the study of Korean 
Christianity. (International Bulletin of Missionary Research)This books collection of remarkable essays takes an 
interdisciplinary approach to clarifying the growth and development of Korean Christianity and the importance of this 
development for Korean politics, religion, gender issues, social issues, and interreligious dialogue. Since Western 
scholarship has mostly ignored this aspect of Korean history and the history of Christianity, this book makes an 
important contribution toward filling a void. (CHOICE)About the AuthorRobert E. Buswell, Jr. holds the Irving and 
Jean Stone Endowed Chair in Humanities at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where he is also 
Distinguished Professor of Buddhist Studies in the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures and founding 
director of the universitys Center for Buddhist Studies and Center for Korean Studies.Timothy S. Lee is assistant 
professor of the history of Christianity and director of the Asian (Korean) Church Studies Program at Brite Divinity 
School, Texas Christian University. 


