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H. W. F. Saggs : Civilization before Greece and Rome  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Civilization before Greece and Rome: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A great introductionBy David DubbertI'm no pre-classical historian, 
so I don't have the background to really evaluate the quality or accuracy of Mr. Saggs' work. What I can say is that for 
somebody with little more than a cursory understanding of the era, I found his book extremely helpful. I read it cover 
to cover, and in so doing, have gained enough of a background in the subject that to the extent I want to pursue any 
subject in more detail, I now have a good frame of reference with which to start. Additionally, the layout of the book, 
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starting with broad backgrounds and history, and then moving into particular subjects (trade, writing, medicine, 
religion, etc.) is also useful to the individual looking for more information on a single subject.My one concern in 
recommending this book is that it might simply be outdated. Mr. Saggs is extremely balanced in his presentation of the 
history of the period, and how our understanding of that history has changed with new research and findings, and so I 
worry that in the last twenty years, what was known to be fact at the time of the writing has been disproved or changed 
significantly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good customerBy SANDRA T.Eternal blessings, good 
customer service0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By NoOffenceIntendedThis is one of 
the most interesting books I've had in a long time. Wonderfully written in common language for the everyday person, 
yet in-depth knowledge and coverage of the topic. Very revealing of our civilization foundations, and organized 
exceptionally well for constant revisits. A book every American should be required to read!

For many centuries it was accepted that civilization began with the Greeks and Romans. During the last two hundred 
years, however, archaeological discoveries in Egypt, Mesopotamia, Crete, Syria, Anatolia, Iran, and the Indus Valley 
have revealed that rich cultures existed in these regions some two thousand years before the Greco-Roman era. In this 
fascinating work, H.W.F Saggs presents a wide-ranging survey of the more notable achievements of these societies, 
showing how much the ancient peoples of the Near and Middle East have influenced the patterns of our daily lives.

From Library JournalFirst published in London in 1988, this study introduces the predominant cultures of the ancient 
Near East (Babylonian, Assyrian, Egyptian, Palestinian, Sumerian, Medean/Persian, Hittite and Hurrian, and Indus 
Valley). As excavation continues at sites of these first societies, their annals are in need of frequent revision, which 
this book provides. Saggs has a knack for drawing together the most telling details from the jumble of cultural data 
and presenting them in such a way that we truly see each culture as it was at its zenith, and its heritage to the world. 
There is an especially informative look as the cross-cultural development of writing. Though factual material is often 
repeated, and the author's data or analysis may not always be quite current, this is nonetheless an accurate and lively 
picture of an area typically neglected by Western educators. History Book Club Natural Science Book Club 
alternates.- Jo-Ann D. Suleiman, Sanad Support Technologies, Rockville, Md .Copyright 1989 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From the Back CoverIn this fascinating work, H.W.F. Saggs presents a wide-ranging survey of the 
greatest achievements of the ancient civilizations of the Near and Middle East--from the Phoenician alphabet to 
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, religion, and international law--and shows how their influence is still felt today. 


