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Mark Kishlansky, Patrick Geary, Patricia O'Brien : Civilization in the West, Combined Volume (7th Edition) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Civilization in the 
West, Combined Volume (7th Edition): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Better than most...By WebNewbieQuite readable. My only two 
objections, and this applies to almost all history books:1) Assuming the student will be able to figure out who is who 
in the various pottery, frescoes, sculptures, etc. Which is the King and which is the God? These visuals can be a big 
help on tests, but they never label them clearly.2) Tossing in alternate names for things without explaining them. "To 
Homer, allGreeks were Achaeans". OK. So what? What is an Achaean? The index has 2 references, neither of which 
defines the term nor why it is significant that Homer thinks what he does, nor how we know he did.The problem is that 
these books are written by people so familiar with the material, they forget there are a lot of us that are not. If these 
authors were in an Astronomy course, we wouldn't use terms like Roche Limit or the earth-moon L2 point without 
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defining them, even though I often forget not everyone knows those terms. Hey, guys, have an intelligent person read 
your book that knows nothing about history. If they ask a question, it's not because they are dense, it's because you 
didn't include something you should have.Still, a better book than any other History text I have used, so I think you 
will be just fine if you take a few seconds to snuggle up to Google for those weird terms that pop up.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CWthis history book is very broad and has a lot of great information. 
You are able to learn from ancient Egyptians to all the way to Modern America and different cultures and religions. 
Very informative and useful book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jose

Civilization in the West blends social and political history with an exceptional map and image program to engage 
students and bring history to life.The authors tell a compelling story of Western Civilization that is enhanced by an 
image-based approach. The Visual Record chapter openers draw students in by using illustrations that underscore a 
dominant theme of the chapter. New Image Discovery features guide students to interrogate images, understand their 
contexts, and unpack their multiple meanings. The dramatic, changing contours of the West are explored through an 
exceptional map program, through Map Discovery features, and through Geographical Tours of Europe. 

From the Back Cover Civilization in the West, Seventh Edition, Combined Volume Mark Kishlansky, et al. This text 
is clear, well-organized, and easy for my students to follow. I have never had more satisfied students over a thirty-five 
year career. Don Mohr, University of Alaska Anchorage Students typically associate a history classes with being dull 
and dreary with an accompanying dry text. This book entices students to read the chapters not only because they are 
assigned but because the students are eager to read them. Janilyn M. Kocher, Richland Community College I have 
seen texts that are dry, monotonous, and chocked with detail. I have seen others that present the material so lightly that 
it may blow away. This text is a combination of detailed information in an engaging and interesting presentation. John 
S. Kemp, Truckee Meadows Community College In Civilization in the West, the dramatic, changing contours of 
Western Civilization are explored through a compelling narrative and a rich image-based approach. In the new 
Seventh Edition, updated throughout, the authors blend social and political history with an exceptional map and image 
program to engage students and make the material more accessible. New to this edition Image Discovery features 
appear in every chapter and help students approach images as important historical texts. New West in the Wider World 
essays: Chapter 18, The Siege of Vienna; Chapter 25, Babylon Discovered; and Chapter 29, Mahatma Gandhis 
Legacy. New primary source documents: Chapter 14 now includes The Heart and Stomach of a King, in which Queen 
Elizabeth rallies her subjects to oppose the invasion of English by the Spanish Armada; Chapter 19 now contains 
excerpts from Voltaires great comic novel, Candide; the Treaty of Versailles is excerpted in Chapter 26; and Chapter 
30 now includes both Vaclav Havels address to Czechoslovakia from January 1, 1990 and a press release from London 
Mayor Ken Livingstone regarding his commitment, and that of 21 other mayors from major cities around the world, to 
reducing greenhouse gases. An expanded Glossary contains over 60 new key terms. Available versions of Civilization 
in the West Single Volume Edition ISBN 0-205-55684-1 Volume I (to 1715) ISBN 0-205-55685-X Volume II (since 
1555) ISBN 0-205-55686-8 Volume A (to 1500) 0-205-55687-6 Volume B (from 1350 to 1850) 0-205-55688-4 
Volume C (since 1789) 0-205-55689-2 Visit us at www.ablongman.com/history 


