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Shahid Amin : Conquest and Community: The Afterlife of Warrior Saint Ghazi Miyan  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Conquest and Community: The Afterlife of 
Warrior Saint Ghazi Miyan: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Helenasurprisingly interesting

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=022637260X


Few topics in South Asian history are as contentious as that of the Turkic conquest of the Indian subcontinent that 
began in the twelfth century and led to a long period of Muslim rule. How is a historian supposed to write honestly 
about the bloody history of the conquest without falling into communitarian traps? Conquest and Community is 
Shahid Amin's answer. Covering more than eight hundred years of history, the book centers on the enduringly popular 
saint Ghazi Miyan, a youthful soldier of Islam whose shrines are found all over India. Amin details the warrior saints 
legendary exploits, then tracks the many ways he has been commemorated in the centuries since. The intriguing 
stories, ballads, and proverbs that grew up around Ghazi Miyan were, Amin shows, a way of domesticating the 
conquestrecognizing past conflicts and differences but nevertheless bringing diverse groups together into a community 
of devotees. What seems at first glance to be the story of one mythical figure becomes an allegory for the history of 
Hindu-Muslim relations over an astonishingly long period of time, and a timely contribution to current political and 
historical debates. 

The legendary exploits of Ghazi Miyan, the conqueror saint, and the cults of remembrance that surround his name in 
northern India contain layer upon layer of significance that only a master historian like Shahid Amin can reveal to us. 


