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Excerpt from Constitution and Discipline for the American Yearly Meetings of Friends For a time the members called 
themselves The Friends of Truth. The distinguishing doctrines of Friends have from the beginning led them into 
special lines of service that have resulted in great good to mankind. Because they would not comply with unjust 
requirements they were imprisoned in great numbers in England until their quiet endurance of oppression aroused the 
con science of the nation, and this resulted in obtaining many of the blessings of civil and religious liberty which all 
now enjoy. They were the consistent and unyielding Opponents of human slavery when they stood almost alone in 
their opposition to it. They have opposed war as violating the principles of Christianity, as well as the precepts of its 
Founder, and as bring ing untold evils upon mankind, and they have always advocated peaceable methods of settling 
disputes between nations. They have steadily advocated jus tice toward the North American Indian, and have labored 
independently and as the representatives of government, for his civilization and christianization. They believe that 
oaths were forbidden by Christ, and they have obtained in all English-speaking countries the privilege of affirmation. 
They have advocated, and in many cases inaugurated, prison reform, which has greatly relieved the sufferings of 
convicts. They have been among the leaders in the rational and Chris tian treatment of the insane; and, in many other 
ways, have engaged in the service they felt laid upon them for the good of humanity. Friends came to America soon 
after the body arose in England. New England Yearly Meeting was established in 1671, or earlier; Baltimore in 1672. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections 
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be 
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections 
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.


