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Gabriel Horn : Contemplations of a Primal Mind (Florida Sand Dollar Books)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Contemplations of a Primal Mind (Florida Sand Dollar 
Books): 

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant book on Native American issues in modern societyBy 
RichardC'Contemplations of a Primal Mind' by Gabriel Horn was a watershed for me, and complete revelation which I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813017548


had long been looking for.As a non-Native American I was looking for a way to understand Native American culture, 
and particularly the situation Native Americans face living in modern US society.This book gave me all that, really 
showing the difficulties being faced to preserve the Native American culture when under the bombardment of modern 
materialism and 'cultural values'.It is a brilliant book, coupling those issues in with some of the very enlightening and 
spiritual aspects of the Native American culture.I strongly recommend this book to all non-Native Americans (as well 
as Native Americans). It gives a story of Native American issues in modern society, devoid of any stereotypes or 
wishful thinking.As a sequel to this book, I would give an even stronger recommendation to reading Gabriel Horn's 
first book, 'Native heart, An American Indian Oddyssey' (*****), which goes further into both the Native American 
spirituality and the struggles they face from the bigotry and sterotypes inherent of modern US society.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Indigenous readersBy Allan J. HustonGabe Horn puts into words what I believe 
most all native Americans feel and may have difficultly recognizing within themselves. A good read for the money!1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book changed my lifeBy paperbackwritterThis book was 
essential in helping me to wake up from a deep slumber. I urge anyone seeking truth to drink it in.

Echoing the ancient sounds of the Native American oral tradition, this collection of essays offers a look at the Native 
American spirituality as it is lived. Wisdom keeper Gabriel Horn writes in praise of the primal mind, describing his 
wonder at the splendour of the natural world.

From BooklistHorn's moving essays afford a window on the way Native American spirituality looks as it is lived. A 
generous, searching writer, Horn never descends to polemic to make his nonetheless sharp points about the submersion 
of native or "primal" values in ones called civilized. Civilized is not a positive term in Horn's vocabulary, wherein it 
indicates not "an acceptable level of social etiquette and sophisticated thought" and "clean and organized ways of 
living" but rather a disruptive and alienating philosophy. When civilized, Horn holds, people forget how to "flow on 
the River of Time and Knowing" and remain intimately linked to the holy universe. Instead they begin to objectify and 
ultimately to harm the world from which they spring. Horn poignantly shows how harmful this objectification can be 
and also how difficult but rewarding it is to live, moment by shining moment, in a primal relationship to the world. 
Patricia Monaghan 


