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FL Damen : Crisis and Religious Renewal in the Brahmo Samaj (1860-1884). A Documentary Study of the 'New 
Dispensation' under Keshab Chandra Sen. (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crisis and Religious Renewal in the Brahmo Samaj 
(1860-1884). A Documentary Study of the 'New Dispensation' under Keshab Chandra Sen. (Orientalia Lovaniensia 
Analecta): 

This is a scholarly book mainly concerned with the Brahmo Samaj of India, the sect led by Keshab, which separated 
from the original Brahmo Samaj, led by Devendranath Tagore, in 1866, and with the New Dispensation sect led by 
Keshab after the split which emerged in the Brahmo Samaj of India in 1878. The author's interest is in the religious life 
of these groups rather than in their theology, and he comments that the emphasis of previous writing has been 
biographical and doctrinal. There is much detailed information about liturgical and devotional changes. These were 
many: Keshab was ever anxious to gain converts, but the author argues convincingly that the use of Bengali for 
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liturgical purposes and of English for public lectures meant that in northern India the Brahmo Samaj continued to 
appeal only to the Bengali middle class rather than to local people who spoke Hindi or Panjabi.


