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Civilization (Toda Institute Book Series on Global Peace and Policy): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. and he is an amazing professor. This book is also a great read ...By 
RinI'm currently taking a class with the author, and he is an amazing professor. This book is also a great read for any 
curious humanitarians who want to change the world but don't know where to start. The writing is very simple and 
elegant to read, nothing like a pretentious textbook. If anything should give humans hope, it would be this book!3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. Great to know the history and background.By Alan RobertAlthough only 
about a third of the way through this, it is a very interesting book. There are lots of"well I never knew that" moments 
and "aaahhaaa.... that explains why ????, I wondered about that, now I know"Would recommend this to anyone having 
an interest in the SGI, President Ikeda, Japanese history around the war, the nuclear bombs dropped in Japan, and in 
peaceful living in general.A whole hearted thanks to Oliver Urbain.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
SGIBy Michael P. SmithThe eminent scholar and leader of the Soka Gakkai, an international organization of Buddhist 
practitioners,Daisaku Ikeda's efforts toward peace culture and education are well known. This book focuses on these 
efforts and helps us see how we can contribute to this same movement as average citizens.

Who is Daisaku Ikeda? At one level, he is the leader of a religious movement--Soka Gakkai--which began in Japan, 
where it still has its headquarters, but which now claims 12 million adherents around the world. At another level, he is 
a globetrotting figure whose formal conversations with diverse writers, thinkers and diplomats--including Arnold 
Toynbee, Joseph Rotblat and Mikhail Gorbachev--have garnered him an international profile, as well as academic 
recognition. Perhaps above all else, Daisaku Ikeda is viewed as a campaigner for peace. And it is Ikeda's specific 
contribution to peacebuilding, notably through the central emphasis he has placed on the significance of dialogue, that 
this book explores: the first to do so in a concerted way. Olivier Urbain shows that while Soka Gakkai (the ""value 
society"") may stem from the medieval principles of Nichiren Buddhism, under Ikeda's leadership it has taken these 
classic wisdoms and transformed them. Now essentially classless and secularised, as well as adaptable and sensitive to 
modern challenges like resource shortages and climate change, this, argues the author, is a pragmatic approach to 
peace which has proved both popular and eminently transportable.

'Fascinating. learned. pioneering.' - Jan Oberg, Director, Transnational Foundation for Peace and Future Research, 
Lund, Sweden; 'A timely and penetrating assessment.' - Joseph A. Camilleri, Professor of International Relations, 
LaTrobe UniversityAbout the AuthorOlivier Urbain is Director of the Toda Institute for Global Peace and Policy 
Research, Tokyo and Honolulu, and holds doctorates in both French literature (University of Southern California) and 
peace studies (University of Bradford). He edited Music and Conflict Transformation: Harmonies and Dissonances in 
Geopolitics (I.B.Tauris, 2007), and has contributed articles to many journals. 


