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Michel Graulich : Myths of Ancient Mexico (Civilization of the American Indian)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Myths of Ancient Mexico (Civilization of the 
American Indian): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great deal, delivery excelent and the book in ...By CustomerGreat 
deal, delivery excelent and the book in very good condition. Its a great book by one of the most important researcher 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806129107


of mesoamerican world4 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Myths of Ancient MexicoBy A 
CustomerWhile this book was not a particulary fun read, it is very helpful in understanding the organization of ancient 
Mesoamerican myth. It is wordy and sometimes confusing, but sheds light on Mesoamerican studies and can be 
helpful in further understanding of the Mesoamerican writing systems of the Mixtec and Maya. It was most helpful for 
reading The Codex Borgia which can also be purchased at this site.

Most of our information on Mesoamerican religions comes from central Mexico, but the mythology of this area has 
been poorly understood. Myths of Ancient Mexico is the first comprehensive examination of these myths. In this 
innovative book, Michel Graulich summarizes the stories concerning the origin of the cosmos and the legendary 
histories of the Aztecs and their precursors, the Toltecs. The myths are compared with one another, then with similar 
material from other Mesoamerican cultures, particularly the Popol Vuh, the sacred book of the ancient Quiche Maya. 
Searching for common elements and underlying structures in the myths, Graulich shows that the principal history told 
in the origin myths is almost always that of the passage from one era to another, by way of a rupture between the sky 
and earth as a consequence of a transgression. Banished by the creators to darkness, the creatures return to light 
following a sacrifice. The same structure is found in the migration myths, in which an expulsion from the land of 
origin is followed, after wanderings in darkness, by an arrival in a Promised Land similar to the land of origin. The 
myths form a grand cycle of darkness and light that bears striking resemblances to themes of the Christian tradition. 
Drawing on extensive research in ancient Mexican source materials and modern ethnographic accounts, Graulich 
separates myths posing as history from actual historical events and illuminates the long unity of Mesoamerican 
religious thought. An invaluable resource for scholars of Mesoamerican studies, this book will also be welcomed by 
readers interested in American Indians or comparative religion.
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