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Evan T. Pritchard : Native New Yorkers: The Legacy of the Algonquin People of New York  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Native New Yorkers: The Legacy of the 
Algonquin People of New York: 

20 of 25 people found the following review helpful. A+++By 1435689I don't understand these negative reviews from 
so called experts, my goodness.There is no one alive today who knows first hand how things actually were 500 years 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1571781358


ago.Where there is no written record, all the experts in the world are only using "hearsay" and "educated 
guesses."Everything we know about Native American culture has been handed down by storytelling--why is this 
suddenly criticized?Sacred and Spiritual visions are respected in Native American culture--why is this book of 
spiritual vision so negatively treated?Before such criticism, one should consider praising this effort for putting us on 
the right path.What is written in this book is far more truthful and genuine than other works. Just look on the internet 
and try to find out anything genuine about the history of Native American Manhattan. The majority of Google search 
returns repeat the tired old lie about 24 dollars worth of trade beads.As most of us know history books on Native 
American cultures are filled with lies retold so many times, the lie has been forgotten.Apparently no one read the 
introduction in which the author says he started with historical research and continued as a spiritual journey. I would 
say he had a spiritual vision that is worth sharing.I recommend this book, with all of its criticisms, to every Native 
New Yorker, everyone who feels a spiritual connection and every teacher who strives to provide their students with a 
sense of living history. --Call it a novel if you want, it is still far more educational and interesting than the media trash 
that fills young minds today.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating ReadBy D.H.B.For anyone 
interested in the details of the Native Americans living in the New York area, I would highly recommend this book.2 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. Book was in great shape. I was born in Queens and lived ...By Keith 
SadlerBook was in great shape. I was born in Queens and lived in Farmingdale. I enjoyed learning the history that was 
never taught in school. Great maps, great read!

A comprehensive and fascinating account of the graceful Algonquin civilization that once flourished in the area that is 
now New York.

From Library JournalAn author of Micmac descent who is currently professor of Native American history at Marist 
College (Poughkeepsie, NY), Pritchard has produced what is ostensibly a scholarly monograph on the history and 
culture of the Algonquin peoples of New York, though much of the emphasis is on the Munsee peoples who inhabited 
present-day New York City, Long Island, and the Hudson River Valley. Though it is presented with a scholarly 
apparatus, it will best serve as either a guidebook or history for lay readers. Academic audiences, however, will be 
sorely disappointed by Pritchard's dependence on uncorroborated sources. For example, the author states that present-
day Washington Square Park in Manhattan served centuries ago as a major gathering point for the Lenape. His 
evidence for this claim is his own logic, since archaeological evidence is unavailable. Repeatedly, the author describes 
meticulous details about features buried under tons of concrete and asphalt with questionable evidence to support his 
theories. Obviously, valuable modern oral traditions have been extensively used in the construction of this work, but 
even they require some level of corroboration for descriptions of places that haven't existed for centuries. 
Recommended for public libraries in New York and contiguous states. John Burch, Campbellsville Univ. Lib., 
KYCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThose curious about the origin of native place-
names dottingNew York City and its environs will discover a wealth of informationin Pritchard's compendium about 
its original inhabitants. A historianand linguist, Pritchard sketches verbal tours that amble aboutManhattan, Long 
Island, and the Hudson River Valley, explaining themeaning of hundreds of names, such as the Shawangunk 
Mountains: "theplace where you go south." Contrasting a location's present look withits bucolic past often prompts 
Pritchard to delve into a spectrum oftopics: the local network of trails and ferry crossings; the peoplesso connected and 
their items of trade; and the nature of Lenape--thegeneral name for the Algonquin groups of the area--civilization. 
Thislatter interest leads him to relate factual material, such as theLenape's diet, but especially their spiritual outlook as 
captured inoral history and dream visions, including his own. Folding in Europeancolonization and the subsequent 
dispersal of the Lenape, this work,although loosely organized, is an intriguing palimpsest of the worldstill readable 
amid the modern city. Gilbert TaylorCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "Incredibly detailed 
and imaginatively presented survey of life in New York City before the Europeans arrived." 


