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Saul Friedlander : Nazi Germany and the Jews: Volume 1: The Years of Persecution 1933-1939  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nazi Germany and the Jews: 
Volume 1: The Years of Persecution 1933-1939: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Understanding the "how" and the "why" of Nazi GermanyBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060928786


Stephanie ZimmermannThis is a scholarly written book that shows through factual information, how the persecution in 
Nazi Germany happened. It explains the effects of WWI on Germans (e.g. Germany's economic problems and their 
vulnerability towards extreme Nationalism), Germans irrational fear that the Jews were part of a conspiracy to control 
the world through Bolshevism, the eugenics movement! and the cunning sociopathy of Hitler and the Nazi leadership. 
All of these elements combined, crescendoed from persecution to the horror and genocide of the holocaust. The author 
is extremely thorough with background information, and reveals many truths about the participants in Germany and 
other countries. I highly recommend this book to anyone who is interested in understanding Nazi Germany and the 
Jews. It would be a very appropriate textbook for a college class, as well.5 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. It will break your heart again and againBy underglassHard to "Love It" rating about books about Germany 
(yes Germany's) attempt to exterminate the Jews. Do expect to be sickened by the truth of how an entire country 
participated, willingly or not, in this crime.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent insight into 
the early years of Nazism.By theroverThis first volume was a great insight to the progressive attitude of the nazi's 
towards the Jewish population in Germany during those years. Well written accounts and numerous footnotes were 
provided throughout this volume giving further details as to all that went on in Germany at that time. An excellent 
product for those seeking a little more information concerning the people's lives on both sides of this terrible situation.

A great historian crowns a lifetime of thought and research by answering a question that has haunted us for more than 
50 years: How did one of the most industrially and culturally advanced nations in the world embark on and continue 
along the path leading to one of the most enormous criminal enterprises in history, the extermination of Europe's 
Jews? Giving considerable emphasis to a wealth of new archival findings, Saul Friedlander restores the voices of Jews 
who, after the 1933 Nazi accession to power, were engulfed in an increasingly horrifying reality. We hear from the 
persecutors themselves: the leaders of the Nazi party, the members of the Protestant and Catholic hierarchies, the 
university elites, and the heads of the business community. Most telling of all, perhaps, are the testimonies of ordinary 
German citizens, who in the main acquiesced to increasing waves of dismissals, segregation, humiliation, 
impoverishment, expulsion, and violence. 

From Publishers WeeklyExtermination.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalThe first 
of a two-volume study on Hitler's Final Solution, this important work comes from a noted Holocaust 
survivor.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThis first of two volumes will be followed by 
The Years of Extermination. In explaining his particular mode of historical narration in the two works, Friedlander 
says that at the basic level, he follows the chronological sequence of the events--their prewar evolution in this volume, 
their monstrous wartime culmination in the next. Utilizing substantial new documentation (there are almost 100 pages 
of notes and a bibliography), the author examines not only Hitler, Nazi Party officials and functionaries, the business 
and professional elite, members of the Christian establishment, and the Jews but also ordinary Germans. Friedlander 
assesses Nazi attitudes and policies and the function of Hitler's ideology in the implementation of the Nazi regime's 
anti-Jewish measures. Friedlander's ambitious and scholarly work is an important contribution to understanding why 
Germany, one of the most advanced nations in Europe, would embark on a systematic attempt to destroy the Jews. 
George Cohen 


