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8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Non-Partisan Assessment of Sexism in PoliticsBy E. K. JohnsonThis
isan impressive work for two important reasons: first, my compliments to Kornblut for her non-partisan assessment of
the problem of sexism in politics, and second, despite her being a thirty something, an age where most young women
abjure feminism and believe sexism is athing of the past, Kornblut brings to light that the double standard for women
isalive and well in Washington, aided and abetted by the media and political consultants who don't understand how to
showcase women candidates.Ironicaly, in thisworld turned upside down, the only "woman" candidate to succeed in
the 2008 presidential election was Barack Obama. According to Kornblut's claim, while Clinton and Palin had to
downplay their femininity to appear strong and "ready on the first day," Obama was praised for showing his feminine
side, being sensitive, relaying personal family stories of single mothers, absent fathers, breast cancer, and love for his
grandmother, wife, and children.While not personally afan of Palin, | sympathize with her now for being thrust into
an impossible position by operatives unable to understand both a woman candidate or women voters, setting her up for
failure by misreading her strengths and weaknesses, and then abandoning her when things turned sour. (I now think
Palin's "going rogue" might have been the most sensible decision she has ever made.) The book is very well researched
and her analysis of "what it will take for awoman to win" is thoughtful and should be number 1 on the reading list for
any woman thinking of finally breaking the ultimate glass ceiling.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A
good primer on women in politics, but should have gone furtherBy Jay PAnne E. Kornblut, a White House reporter for
the Washington Post, isimpatient to see awoman in the White House -- and not another First Lady, either. Her book,
Notes from the Cracked Ceiling: Hillary Clinton, Sarah Palin, and What It Will Take for aWoman to Win, is easy (yet
purposeful) reading. But lest her novelistic tone deceive you, let it be clear that her views on the necessity of recruiting
more female political candidates are never in question. Having personally followed the two aforementioned
presidential hopefuls during their campaigns, Kornblut has seen firsthand the unique abuse lavished upon female
candidates. In her introduction, she argues that Clinton and Palin "may not have lost because they were women...but
their sex played an outsize role in the year's events." She then closes that section with the observation that "the glass
ceiling may be cracked...but it isfar from broken."What, then, is keeping women from breaking through that glass?
History isan obvious culprit, but Kornblut is disinclined to let the present off the hook so easily. More specificaly,
she faults the candidates and their large teams of handlers, who often waged behind-the-scenes battles over their
candidates public self-portrayal. Should Hillary exude toughness, or feminine restraint? How about a combination of
the two? Would it help if her daughter, Chelsea, campaigned along with her? In one potent example of poor decision-
making, Kornblut details the various Christmas commercials the presidential candidates aired in December 2007.
While Obama focused on his home and family, Clinton devoted her airtime to wrapping Christmas presents with labels
such as "universal health care" and "bring troops home.” "It was hard," Kornblut wryly notes, "to quit being tough." Of
course, Hillary Clinton eventually lost the Democratic nomination, but not without some help from the national media.
Was their constant bombardment indicative of sexism, or simply areaction to the Clinton camp's preexisting
ambivalence towards the press corps? Kornblut seems to think there is some of both, but the mass public's embrace of
some of the more vicious ad hominem attacks on Clinton lend credence to allegations that it was more the former than
the latter.Clinton's demise was soon overshadowed by the meteoric rise of Sarah Palin, the governor of Alaska.
Kornblut does an admirable job retracing Palin's time on the campaign trail, especialy in noting how quickly the high
praise was overtaken by vitriolic condemnation. And while it is true that public commentary on Palin soon reflected
sexist undertones, Kornblut at times seems unable to completely separate these attacks from the legitimate criticisms,
most prominent of which was Palin'slack of a grasp on even basic domestic and foreign policy issues and her
disastrous performances in network interviews. That Palin became a favorite target of the Democratic base was
undeniable, but that this was largely due to her gender is much less apparent.Furthermore, Kornblut missed a golden
opportunity to delve deeper into one of the more fascinating subplots of Palin's candidacy -- namely, that of her role
within the historical feminist movement. Traditionally, feminists were assumed to adhere to more liberal ideology,
which inits most common incarnation usually included a pro-choice stance and a general alignment with the
Demacratic Party. So when Palin, a mother of five with strong pro-life views, became the vice presidential nomineg, it
seemed almost as if the modern feminist movement had reached afork in the road. Kornblut had noted earlier how
many women in their twenties had voted for Obama over Clinton in the Democratic primaries, confident in their belief
that voting based on competence and ideology over gender politics epitomized a more authentic form of gender
equality. With Palin, older models of feminism were once again being strained: was Palin's candidacy, given her
conservative views (especially on abortion), a betrayal of feminist ideals, or was it reflective of a new wave of female
ascendancy representing all points on the political spectrum?Kornblut gives this tension a brief nod when she notes
that "if Clinton had epitomized the feminist movement's dream, Palin was in many ways its worst nightmare." Entire
volumes could be written on this subject, and in that Kornblut's book was ostensibly intended to ask these and similar
guestions, the fact that she devoted just several pagesto Palin's role within feminism was disappointing. Similarly
glaring in its absence was any discussion of female minority voters who faced the difficult and historic choice between
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton in the Democratic presidential primaries. The question of which identity holds
strongest -- race or gender -- wasignored in Kornblut's analysis, a surprising omission in an election for which identity



took center stage. Towards the end of the book, Kornblut contrasts the American political experience for women with
that of other countries. The comparison is not flattering to the United States. For Kornblut, however, the upside to the
disappointment of two women narrowly losing out in the 2008 electionsiis that countless lessons can be taken from
their failures -- shortcomings that were as much the fault of their advisers, the media, and an unpredictable electorate
as they were of the candidates themselves. With shrewd recruitment and well-planned campaigns, women will
continue to challenge the gender status quo in palitics. It remains to be seen when this will happen, but the shattering
of the glass ceiling islong overdue.[...]0 of O people found the following review helpful. | had no idea....By
JaymeBThis book offered some interesting insights into the challenges of some of our nations most visible female
leaders. While not as powerful as Leaning In, worth reading nonetheless. Regardless of your political affiliation, this
book offers some intriguing tales.

In the presidential election of 2008 America seemed ready to elevate awoman to the presidency or vice presidency
andwith Hillary Clinton and Sarah Palinwas on the verge of actually doing so. Words like inevitable and phenomenon
werein the air and the political and cultural stars seemed to be aligned.Why didnt it happen? What will it take to make
it happen soon?In a probing analysis sure to ignite controversy, acclaimed White House correspondent Anne Kornblut
argues that the optimists are blind to formidable obstacles that still stand in the way of any woman who aims for
Americas highest political offices. And she makes clear exactly which strategies and common assumptions will need
to change if awoman intends to break through the highest, hardest glass ceiling of all. Delving deep inside the Clinton
and Palin campaigns, Kornblut reveals. the strategists mishandling of their candidates as women by failing to strike the
right bal ance between femininity and toughness Clintons weathering of a series of stinging gender-based attacks, until
accusations of pimping out her daughter, Chelsea, finally brought her to tears that Barack Obama was celebrated for
his historicwin in lowa, even though it was not the first time an African American had won a caucus, but few noticed
when Clinton became the first woman to win a primary in New Hampshire that Palin was chosen solely by men, none
of whom had experience in running women for officeDrawing from exclusive interviews with prominent women in
both parties, Kornblut pinpoints where politically ambitious American women have gone wrong and what it will take
to put them on track to the ultimate prize: the presidency. Former secretary of state Condoleezza Rice asserts: We
crossed the bar on African Americans some time ago. Im not quite sure weve crossed it on women. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi remarks on the suit of armor women must don to survive the sexism and viciousness of politics.
Homeland Security Director Janet Napolitano confronts the false rumors that she is alesbian and reveals what an
invigorating kick in the pantsit isto bein politics. And California gubernatorial candidate Meg Whitman, the former
head of eBay, compares politics to business: It feelsto me, thus far, as less of a meritocracy and more of a popularity
contest. More of alittle bit of an old boys club.Kornblut identifies the surprising realities of gender politics, such as
the harsh treatment femal e candidates often receive from women voters, the gap between the United States and other
countries when it comes to the electability of women, the mommy penalty that handicaps women candidates with
young children, and the special appeal that women with law enforcement backgrounds have with voters.Notes from
the Cracked Ceiling reveals that the highly touted new era of gender-equal politics never got as far as was commonly
perceived and isnow in full retreat. It is essential reading for anyone who cares about politics and the limits for
women that persist.From the Hardcover edition.



