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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great Book For The Non-native English SpeakersBy JacobI guess 
there is no need to write about Thucydides extraordinary talent on explaining the underlying causes of war and his 
ability to accurately reflect the human nature but as a non native english speaker I should mention that Paul 
Woodruff's translations and composition of the ancient greek texts are so good and easy to understand for the reader.1 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fatal to Athens; another feckless politicianBy Bruce McConnellThe 
best detailed picture of the Sicilian war, emphasizing the endless suffering of the returning warriors from their defeat 
at the hands of the victorious Spartans. We see more about the treachery of Alcibiades, the rich scion of a powerful 
Athenian family, womanizer and "deal" maker, fomenting the war, but hedging his bets by secret meetings with the 
Spartans; very relevant today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bought this book for class, still read 
it.By SofiI had to buy this book for a college class; three years later and I still find myself picking it up for a light read.

Designed for students with little or no background in ancient Greek language and culture, this collection of extracts 
from The History of the Peloponnesian War includes those passages that shed most light on Thucydides political 
theory--famous as well as important but lesser-known pieces frequently overlooked by nonspecialists. Newly 
translated into spare, vigorous English, and situated within a connective narrative framework, Woodruffs selections 
will be of special interest to instructors in political theory and Greek civilization. Includes maps, notes, glossary.

. . . the selections go much deeper than the standard collection of the best-known speeches . . . in Woodruffs work I see 
a clear thread going through important passages and making them accessible to the reader.--Alfonso Gmez-Lobo, 
Georgetown University 


