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Firouzeh Mostashari : On the Religious Frontier: Tsarist Russia and Islam in the Caucasus (International 
Library of Historical Studies)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised On the Religious Frontier: Tsarist Russia and Islam in the Caucasus (International Library of Historical 
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Studies): 

Modern Russia's turbulent relations with its Muslim frontiers date back centuries. Indeed the nineteenth century, when 
the Muslim Caucasus first came under Russian rule, witnessed many of the historical antecedents to today's violent 
confrontations. With this in mind, On The Religious Frontier examines the history of Muslim Azerbaijan under 
Christian Orthodox Russian imperial rule and the attempts of the Russian administrators of the Caucasus to integrate 
the region into the empire. Drawing on original archival research from across Azerbaijan and Russia, Firouzeh 
Mostashari considers the formation of a Russian colonial administration in the Muslim Caucasus; subsequent social, 
political and economic developments; and the local responses to conquest, military rule and Russification. From 1804 
to the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, On The Religious Frontier offers a fascinating and timely insight into both the 
period itself and the ways in which the seeds of recent conflict were sown in tsarist Russia. This is important reading 
for all scholars of the history and politics of the Caucasus, as well as those with an interest in imperial Russia and its 
relationship with minority groups.

'A welcome addition to the growing monograph literature on the non-Slavic areas of the Russian Empire.' - The 
Slavonic and East European About the AuthorFirouzeh Mostashari is a historian and playwright. She is also the author 
of Tolstoy's Hidden Stories and has taught at Regis College, Harvard University and the University of Iowa. 


