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purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Origins of Buddhist Monastic
Codesin China (Classicsin East Asian Buddhism):
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Prof R F GombrichThis book isfull of valuable
information which otherwise is inaccessible to those who do not know Chinese.

The Origins of Buddhist Monastic Codes in China contains the first complete trandlation of China's earliest and most
influential monastic code. The twelfth-century text Chanyuan ginggui (Rules of Purity for the Chan Monastery)
provides us with awealth of detail on all aspects of life in public Buddhist monasteries during the Sung (960-1279).
Part One consists of Yifas overview of the development of monastic regulations in Chinese Buddhist history, a
biography of the text's author, and an analysis of the social and cultural context of premodern Chinese Buddhist
monasticism. Of particular importance are the interconnections made between Chan traditions and the dual heritages
of Chinese culture and Indian Buddhist Vinaya. Although much of the text's source material istraced directly to the
Vinayas and the works of the Vinaya advocate Daoan (312-385) and the Lu master Daoxuan (596-667), the Chanyuan
ginggui includes elements foreign to the original Vinayatexts - elements incorporated from Chinese governmental
policies and traditional Chinese etiquette. Following the trandlator's overview is a complete trandlation of the text,
extensively annotated.

About the AuthorYifawas ordained at Fo Guang Shan, Taiwan, and holds aPh.D. in religious studies from Yale
University. Sheis currently on the faculty of the Department of Religious Studies at Hsi Lai University, California;
abbess of the Greater Boston Buddhist Culture Center; and vice president of Deer Park Initiative, a non-sectarian
Buddhist foundation.



