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Richard E. Leakey : Origins Reconsidered: In Search of What Makes Us Human  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Origins Reconsidered: In Search of What Makes Us 
Human: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good Luck Putting It DownBy DPRead this in high school years ago 
and recently had been trying to find it again. Glad I decided to check -I've had to force myself to put it down. Leakey 
did an amazing job with this book. 5 stars and would recommend this!0 of 0 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385467923


helpful. If you believe humans are living things, read this book.By Dion DillmanThe first part of this book is average, 
the last half (chapters 12 -19) is superb. If Richard Leakey did not accomplish anythng else in life, his writings which 
comprise the 22 pages of chapter 19 would be more than enough to leave any person proud of the masterpiece/legacy 
to human insight which they had created4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Nice ideas...difficult 
readingBy E. KingI almost gave this book 3 stars for it's difficult narrative style, but that would have taken away from 
the fact that it is full of great ideas. Lots of photos and illustrations cut through the slow moments. More info on the 
mitochondrial hypothesis would have been nice also. Still a great read all in all.

Richard Leakey's personal account of his fossil hunting and landmark discoveries at Lake Turkana, his reassessment of 
human prehistory based on new evidence and analytic techniques, and his profound pondering of how we became 
"human" and what being "human" really means.

From Publishers WeeklyFamed paleoanthropologist Leakey relates an intellectual odyssey, describing his discoveries 
of human origins and his reflections on the nature of humanity. Photos. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From School Library JournalYA-- Leakey and Lewin discuss how conceptions of human anatomical and 
behavioral development have been radically altered within the last 12 years by new discoveries and research in other 
fields. They review the developments and assert Leakey's own hypotheses based on these discoveries. Although 
supporting a specific view of human evolution, they also illuminate other theories and their proponents, if mainly to 
argue against them. This is an engrossing book written for the layperson, fully explaining anthropological terms and 
theories when necessary. It's a solid introduction to current theory concerning human development.- Hugh McAloon, 
R. Christopher Goodwin Associates, Frederick, Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalTwenty years after the death of his famous father Louis, the author is struggling to keep the Leakey name at the 
forefront of the highly contentious field of paleoanthropology. Possibly because his current position as director of the 
Kenya Wildlife Service occupies most of his attention, his latest effort seems halfhearted. The book offers few original 
contributions to the understanding of how and why humans evolved. Leakey follows an all-too-common habit among 
paleoanthropologists of touting his own fossil finds--in this case, a homo erectus skeleton known as the Turkana Boy--
as representing the most crucial step in the evolution of our species. As a result, only a sketchy outline of the current 
thought on human evolution is covered. For a far more satisfying and complete popular account of the current state of 
paleoanthropology, try coauthor Lewin's Bones of Contention ( LJ 10/1/87). Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 5/1/92.- 
Eric Hinsdale, Trinity Univ. Lib., San AntonioCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


