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From University of Hawaii Press : Pana Oahu: Sacred Stones, Sacred Land (A Latitude 20 Book)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pana Oahu: Sacred Stones, 
Sacred Land (A Latitude 20 Book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoying the readBy CATHY L. YOUNGI was pleasantly surprised 
to find a picture in this book of my husbands great grandfather.As for the book it is very informative. You can still see 
a lot of the rocks and rock formations around ourAina (land). Enjoying it very much!

Few regions of the United States can equal the high concentration of endangered ancient cultural sites found in 
Hawaii. Built by the indigenous people of the Islands, the sites range in age from two thousand to two hundred years 
old and in size and extent from large temple complexes serving the highest order of chiefs to modest family shrines. 
Today, many of these structures are threatened by their proximity to urban development. Sites are frequently 
vandalized or, worse, bulldozed to make way for hotels, golf courses, marinas, and other projects. The sixty heiau 
photographed and described in this volume are all located on Oahu, the island that has experienced by far the most 
development over the last two hundred years. These captivating images provide a compelling argument for the 
preservation of Hawaiian sacred places. The modest sites of the makaainana (commoners) - small fishing, agricultural, 
craft, and family shrines - are given particular attention because they are often difficult to recognize and prone to 
vandalism and neglect. Also included are the portraits of twenty-eight Hawaiians who shared their knowledge with 
archaeologist J. Gilbert McAllister during his survey of Oahu in the 1930s. Without their contribution, the names and 
histories of many of the heiau would have been lost. The introductory text provides important contextual information 
about the definition and function of heiau, the history of the abolition of traditional Hawaiian religion, preservation 
issues, and guidelines for visiting heiau.With contributions by Kehaunani Cachola-Abad, J. Mikilani Ho, and Kawika 
Makanani.
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"This book is both graceful and eloquent. The potency and beauty of stacked dry-laid rocks or outcrops are difficult to 
capture on film, yet the authors have done a marvellous job at visually conveying the power and impact of each of 
these heiau by embracing the entire landscape of earth and sky in their photos." 


