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The last decade has seen widespread | slamic religious revitalization in Southeast Asia, aregion with aMuslim
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population amost as large as that of the entire Arabic-speaking Middle East. One such movement in 1990s Indonesia
promoted engagement with the Qurn through memorization, reading, skilled performance, and popular competitionsin
recitation. This movement drew on longstanding structures of Islamic education and piety, socia interests, Southeast
Asian patterns of performance and aesthetics, and unique features of the Qurn itself. Based on fieldwork in South
Sulawes and elsewherein Indonesia, Perfection Makes Practice vividly portrays Indonesian Muslims committed
practice of perfecting their own (and others) Qurnic piety.

"Offers aremarkable view into the Qur'an asit islearned and as it is lived within the world's largest Muslim society....
Essential reading for Qur'anic studies, Islamic studies, and comparative approaches to sacred texts." About the
AuthorAnnaM. Gade is an assistant professor of religion at Oberlin College.



