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Sara Evans: Personal Palitics: The Roots of Women's Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement the New L eft
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Personal Politics: The
Roots of Women's Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement the New L eft:

12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Connecting 1st 2nd Wave Feminism: The Issue of RaceBy E. W.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394742281

Francesl read this book as an assignment for an upper-division U.S. Women's History (from 1880-1980) course.
Evans narrative style is informative, personal, and engaging. Overall, the book is an easy-read.The thesis of Evans
book focuses on the way young white and black womens' work through SNCC (and other organizations)gave rise to
the 2nd Wave Feminist movement of the 1960s. Ultimately, Evansis drawing on the parrallel between the Abolition
movement and Suffrage movement to the early Civil Rights action and Women's Liberation movement.A century
since it began, contemporary feminists (and others) seek to rectify the inherent racism of the earlier feminist
movements. Evans book, based on her personal experiences, discusses problems with racial tension in SNCC and its
manifestation in the Women's Liberation movement. She especially explores how patriarchal social structures, fierce
racial tension, and socio-economic differences pushed issues of racism within both the organized Civil Rights and
Women's movements; more specifically, she describes the effects these factors had on women's accessibility to initiate
change, women's self-perception, and women's relationships (cross and inter-cultural). Y et, she also speaks to the
importance of the different femal e relationships formed during the early days of SNCC, cross-cultural relationships
which blossomed outside of the deep South and led to stronger Civil Rights and Women's movements in other parts of
the country.If oneis unfamiliar with the many figuresin the early SNCC and SCL C organizations, it would be helpful
to have outside references so to identify the many figures Evans notes. Outside of this, the book is a great introduction
to the social issues of the 1960s and the many structures of oppression feeding racism and sexism both then and
today.4 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Personal Politics Gets Personal By Patricel chose this book to
read for my book report in history class. | had never read any of Sara Evans other works, but it seemed interesting
from reading the jacket. Once | started reading, it pulled mein. | think that because Sara used so many personal stories
it really drew mein. | would not consider myself afeminist, but after reading this book, it opened my eyesto alot of
things | was unaware of. So, | definitely recommend this book to everyone.6 of 21 people found the following review
helpful. Hopefully Helpful By RichardThe title indicates that this book is about womens civil rights. Thisiswhat |
considered part of the thesis of the book as well. However, as | read this book it seemed to me that very little of the
book concentrated on the struggles women made during the Civil Right Movement of the 1960's. The book focused
mostly on the race issue of the movement only sporadically mentioning the struggles women faced. | feel that she
could have asserted her personal experiencesin amore profound manner by keeping foucus on her thesis " The Roots
of Women's Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement the New Left". This book is avaluable read from the historic
perspective, but | do not consider it to be an easy read fucused on its main subject matter. In other words, if you don't
have to read it or the Civil Rights Movement as awhole is not in your main interest, perhaps you should look for
another book.

The women most crucial to the feminist movement that emerged in the 1960's arrived at their commitment and
consciousness in response to the unexpected and often shattering experience of having their work minimized, even
disregarded, by the men they considered to be their colleagues and fellow crusadersin the civil rights and radical New
Left movements. On the basis of years of research, interviews with dozens of the central figures, and her own personal
experience, Evans explores how the political stance of these women was catalyzed and shaped by their sharp
disillusionment at atime when their skills as political activists were newly and highly developed, enabling them to join
forces to support their own cause.

"The book's place among the histories of american women should be secure. By its very scholarship it accords not
only the women's movement but the movements from which it sprang a good measure of the historical dignity their
complexity deserves."-- Elinor Langer, The New Y ork Times Book From the Inside FlapThe women most crucia to
the feminist movement that emerged in the 1960's arrived at their commitment and consciousness in response to the
unexpected and often shattering experience of having their work minimized, even disregarded, by the men they
considered to be their colleagues and fellow crusadersin the civil rights and radical New Left movements. On the
basis of years of research, interviews with dozens of the central figures, and her own personal experience, Evans
explores how the political stance of these women was catalyzed and shaped by their sharp disillusionment at atime
when their skills as political activists were newly and highly developed, enabling them to join forces to support their
own cause.From the Back CoverThe women most crucial to the feminist movement that emerged in the 1960's arrived
at their commitment and consciousness in response to the unexpected and often shattering experience of having their
work minimized, even disregarded, by the men they considered to be their colleagues and fellow crusadersin the civil
rights and radical New Left movements. Evans explores how the political stance of these women was catalyzed and
shaped by their sharp disillusionment at atime when their skills as political activists were newly and highly devel oped,
enabling them to join forces to support their own cause.



