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From B H Publishing Group : Perspectives on Church Government: Five Views of Church Polity  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Perspectives on Church 
Government: Five Views of Church Polity: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Reasonable Introduction with Some FlawsBy Gabriel WilliamsA 
good introduction on the differences in church polity among Protestants. I think most readers will probably get the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080542590X


impression that the publisher is biased towards Congregationalism since three of the five perspectives deal with some 
form of it. I would have loved a more rigorous defense of Episcopalianism. In my view, Paul Zahl did the worst job in 
presenting the case for Episcopalianism; he doesn't really present an argument for the Episcopal form of government, 
but he seems to just a give a history of the Anglican church. I was particularly impressed with Reymond's defense of 
Presbyterianism; I felt that he presented the best defense for his position. For whatever reason, Danny Akin was given 
the task to present the single-elder form of congregationalism, even though he doesn't actually favor the position. All 
in all, it was a good introduction.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Perspectives is effective at 
presenting the arguments for and against ...By Barry R.Perspectives is effective at presenting the arguments for and 
against the different church polities that it examines. In general the essays are done in sufficient depth to understand 
the positions, with effective references, and the responses help to identify particular challenges to the positions that are 
stated in the essays. As a person not that familiar with church polity I found it helpful0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Good ResourceBy Randy ReddI appreciate the breadth of coverage that the authors (and editors) gave 
to each of the government styles included in the book. These five views do indeed compass the prevailing styles 
currently used in church polity. The reader is given adequate description as well as references for each style. By 
having different authors represent each style, the reader gets to see each style presented in a complete, authoritative 
manner. This legitimizes the material presented. In the end, the reader has a valid and valuable resource for their 
library.

Perspectives on Church Government presents in counterpoint form the basic models of church government which have 
developed over the course of church history with a view toward determining which is most faithful to Scripture. Each 
chapter will be written by a prominent person from within each traditionwith specific guidelines dealing with the 
biblical, historical, and theological issues within each governance tradition. In addition, each writer will have the 
opportunity to give a brief response to the other traditions.
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