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From Doniger Wendy : Pluralism and Democracy in India: Debating the Hindu Right  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pluralism and Democracy in India: Debating 
the Hindu Right: 

2 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Editors say India must be broken into several smaller countries, 
starting with Kashmir and Nagaland.By WilliamMcKayOxford University Press did no peer review on the book before 
publishing:*No mention of Congress party's "Emergency" dictatorship.....perhaps because it was facilitated by 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195395530


Western scholars*No mention of Congress party's forcible sterilization of 6.2 million people, where 2,000 died as a 
result*No mention of Congress party's 1984 mass genocide of Sikhs*No mention of Congress party's ban of Salman 
Rushdie's book*No mention of Congress party's role in the cultural genocide and actual genocide of Kashmiri 
Hindus*No mention that India currently has a separate Sharia-based civil code for Muslims*No mention that the 
Supreme Court cleared Modi in regard to the Gujrarat riotsThis book is the latest installment of Academic 
Hinduphobia.Besides the book, these scholars have abdicated their responsibility in informing the world of Pakistan's 
use of chemical weapons, bombs and mass graves in Balochistan and POK.4 of 10 people found the following review 
helpful. This book provides a very good one sided perspective with selected facts carefully omitted to ...By A 
readerThis book provides a very good one sided perspective with selected facts carefully omitted to further the 
partisan anti-hindu agenda of Wendy. Noted Belgian Indologst Koenraad Elst has written a very objective review of 
this book exposing the lack of objectivity of the editors and a highly one sided selection of articles for inclusion in the 
book.Wendy Doniger was recently exposed for her work The Hindus, An Alternative History for her perversion in 
reading sexual themes into every Hindu symbolism even if that defies all logic and goes against well established and 
widely held meanings of the symbolisms. Due to the misleading content and perverse interpretations with questionable 
intent, her book was withdrawn in India. She seems to have resurfaced as editor of this book, which provides one sided 
perspective that suits the anti-Hindu agenda of Wendy Donier, a pseudo scholar with little reputation in matters 
relating to Sanskrit, Hinduism or Indology.One can read Koenraad Elst's review 
herehttp://www.dailypioneer.com/sunday-edition/agenda/opinion/understanding-how-the-west-looks-at-india.html9 of 
16 people found the following review helpful. Very Important book that everyone should read. The rise ...By 
SouvikVery Important book that everyone should read. The rise of Hindu Right in India is possibly the biggest threat 
to Indian democracy. This book is edited by two renowned scholars and features essays of a nobel laureate, Amartya 
Sen and other scholars of Indian history. Most people who are giving a bad review of this is book are mostly likely 
supporters of the Hindu right, a serious reader of Indian history should not take their comments seriously.

Wendy Doniger and Martha Nussbaum bring together leading scholars from a wide array of disciplines to address a 
crucial question: How does the world's most populous democracy survive repeated assaults on its pluralistic values? 
India's stunning linguistic, cultural, and religious diversity has been supported since Independence by a political 
structure that emphasizes equal rights for all, and protects liberties of religion and speech. But a decent Constitution 
does not implement itself, and challenges to these core values repeatedly arise-most recently in the form of the Hindu 
Right movements of the twenty-first century that threatened to destabilize the nation and upend its core values, in the 
wake of a notorious pogrom in the state of Gujarat in which approximately 2000 Muslim civilians were killed. 
Focusing on this time of tension and threat, the essays in this volume consider how a pluralistic democracy managed to 
survive. They examine the role of political parties and movements, including the women's movement, as well as the 
role of the arts, the press, the media, and a historical legacy of pluralistic thought and critical argument. Featuring 
essays from eminent scholars in history, religious studies, political science, economics, women's studies, and media 
studies, Pluralism and Democracy in India offers an urgently needed case study in democratic survival. As Nehru said 
of India on the eve of Independence: ''These dreams are for India, but they are also for the world.'' The analysis this 
volume offers illuminates not only the past and future of one nation, but the prospects of democracy for all.

"Informed by several different disciplinary perspectives, and grounded in solid scholarship, the essayists in Pluralism 
and Democracy in India: Debating the Hindu Right are clear-eyed about the many inadequacies in India s democratic 
structure that allow anti-minority politics to flourish. The contributions on secular and religious Indians and curricular 
reform are a promising beginning for those who believe that a dialogue among the left, the center, and the right may 
still be possible. This is a timely, hopeful collection."--Current History "This is a timely conversation about the 
resilience of India's pluralist democracy in a variety of spheres, from education and the media to electoral politics, 
public institutions and the diaspora. The essays point to how challenges to a democratic public culture can be resisted 
by drawing upon India's long historical tradition of critical thinking, argument and dissent." --Niraja G. Jayal, 
Professor in the Center for the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University "There are 20 essays in 
this volume devoted to addressing the central question of how India's pluralism and democracy can face the challenges 
posed by the growing Hindu Right. The range of the essays is wide, covering not only every possible aspect of the 
threat to pluralism, but also examining how different institutions of a democracy like India, particularly the media, 
have made this challenge more complex and even formidable." --Business Standard "Doniger and Nussbaum's 
exceptional contribution will likely shape the future of how scholars examine Hindu nationalism and India's diverse 
culture... Highly recommended." --CHOICE About the AuthorWendy Doniger is Mircea Eliade Distinguished Service 
Professor of the History of Religions at the University of Chicago. Martha C. Nussbaum is Ernst Freund Distinguished 
Service Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of Chicago. 


