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8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. The papers here reflect a range of viewpoints on THE ...By Kevin 
W. IrwinThe papers here reflect a range of viewpoints on THE issue facing the church and the American political 
landscape today. That the authors have faced into it and given such impressive, in depth analysis offers hope that 
polarization can lead at least to mutual respect, and even instances of reconciliation. The tone throughout is 
invitational, not confrontational, which itself is an example of how we can move beyond the present paralysis, often 
caused by caricature and incendiary rhetoric. .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DeceitfulBy Erick 
DelaoCastroFar from Catholic.

It is no secret: the body of Christ in the United States is broken. While universalityand unity amid diversityis a 
fundamental characteristic of Roman Catholicism, all-too-familiar issues related to gender, sexuality, race, and 
authority have rent the church. Healthy debates, characteristic of a living tradition, suffer instead from an absence of 
genuine engagement and dialogue. But there is still much that binds American Catholics. In naming the wounds and 
exploring their social and religious underpinnings, Polarization in the US Catholic Church underscores how shared 
beliefs and aspirations can heal deep fissures and the hurts they have caused. Cutting across disciplinary and political 
lines, this volume brings essential commentary in the direction of reclaimed universality among American Catholics.

"Polarization is one of the gravest illnesses infecting the US Catholic Church. In fact, Catholics often have an easier 
time talking with members of other Christian denominations and other religious traditions than with one another. 
Before we can accomplish anything in our church, we must first be able to talk to one another charitably. This book is 
an important step forward, as some of the church's most thoughtful men and women lay out the scope of the problem, 
consider its roots, and point to healthy and life-giving ways to move ahead. Essential reading for Catholics in the 
United States." 


