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Hindu cultural nationalism has grown prodigiously in India, from a dormant and apparently minor communal presence 
to a vast movement in the country within a short span of time. It is best manifested in the rise of the Hindu right-wing 
political party - the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) - in the post-modern Indian political scenario. This study is an expos 
of the worldviews, identities, and strategies of five leading political leaders in the BJP - Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Lal 
Krishna Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, Arun Shourie, and Narendra Modi - who have left a mark on India's history and 
politics through their adherence to Hindu cultural nationalism, politicization of Hindu religion, and communalist 
activities. The study also answers such questions as: What is the BJP? What are its hidden agendas? What is its 
ultimate aim? Who really controls this party? What are the real identities and worldviews of its outstanding leaders? 
This study will be of particular interest to political philosophers, philosophers of religion, and other scholars.


