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Franklin, Benjamin : Poor Richard's almanack  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Poor Richard's almanack: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. "Poor Richard" sounds offBy Allen SmallingThe Eighteenth Century 
was less hindered than our age by copyright restrictions. Thus much of what Benjamin Franklin, in his "Poor Richard" 
persona, published was in fact gleaned from earlier writers. Never mind that: these witticisms and pithy sayings are 
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genuine Americana and well worth reading -- and owning. This inexpensive Dover edition is far from comprehensive, 
but what's in it is good.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An old book for modern timesBy 
JmcenanlyIf many of the quotes in this almanac seem familiar, it is because they have been repeated often since 
Benjamin Franklin set them down. Many times , he seems to be speaking directly to us about modern problems, both 
national and personal. If more people read and heeded these proverbs, we'd all be a lot better off.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. The Sayings and Writings of a Great Man!By G. TownsendThis little book contains 
much wisdom. Benjamin Franklin was a treasure and a very impressive man. He is, indeed, remembered fondly as one 
of our greatest Founding Father!

Reprint from the collections of the University of California Libraries.This book was digitized and reprinted from the 
collection of the University of California Libraries. Together, the more than one hundred Uc Libraries comprise the 
largest university research library in the world, with over thirty-five million volumes in their holdings. This book and 
hundreds of thousands of others can be found online in the HathiTrust Digital Library at www.hathitrust.org as well as 
ordered in print at reprints.universityofcalifornia.edu

About the AuthorBenjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was one of America's most influential Founding Fathers. He was an 
author, printer, politician, postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, statesman, and diplomat. Franklin invented the 
lightning rod, the Franklin stove, a carriage odometer, and bifocals. He served as President of Pennsylvania (which 
would be Governor today), United States Minister to France, United States Minister to Sweden, and United States 
Postmaster General. At 70, he was the oldest signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was a publisher; most 
famously of Poor Richard's Almanack, which was published from 1732 to 1757. He charted the Gulf Stream in 1770, 
developed meteorological theories, and, in a letter dated 1772, laid out the earliest known description of a Pro Con list. 
Franklin played the violin, harp, and guitar, and was the first chess player known by name in the American colonies. 
He created one of the first volunteer firefighting companies in America, was instumental in the founding of the 
University of Pennsylvania, and founded the American Philosophical Society. Franklin biographer Walter Isaacson 
calls him "the most accomplished American of his age and the most influential in inventing the type of society 
America would become." 


